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TO THE 


Chriſtian READER: 


T was the Defire of ſome Friends, rather than my 


oun Inclination, that mov'd me to undertake 
=— thy Work, the Deſign of which is, to ſbew the 

\ Reaſonableneſs of the Baptiſts Separation from 
© the preſents Church of England, as by Law 
We? Eſtabliſhed 5; and that it might plainly appear 
| to all our kind Neighbours, who. do not willingly 
entertain Prejudice againſt us, that we are really what we pretend 
to be, a conſcientious People, that do not af out of any Deſire 
of vain Glory, nor from a turbulent or ſeditions Principle, but in 
= _ of God, and deſirous, if poſſible, to live peaceably with 
a en. 

It may be proper to acquaint you, that Mr. Owen, Vicar of 
Iford,i in Suſſex, baving publiſhed a Book, entitled, The Law- 
fulneſs of Infant Baptiſm, which ſome People in thoſe Parts 
have boaſted of, as ſuppoſing it to be unanſwerable ; has occaſioned ſome 
Particular Notice to be.taken thereof in tha Work, | 

He ſeems to be a Writer full of Aſſurance; and when T had read 
and confider'd bs Book, I could hardly forbear drawing up of a full 
Anſwer ; but conſidering it has now been publiſhed about ſeven 


Years, it may ſeem 'needleſs, however in tha Diſcourſe ; and eſpeci- 


ally for that the moſt part 4 by Arguments are the old Ones (tho 
ſomewhat new modell d) which have been anſwered over and over by 


many of the Baptiſt Perſwaſion. 


J am ſorry to find Mr. Owen ſo canſcleſly taking Offence, and 
calling the Candor and Ingenuity of Dr. Gale into Queſtion a, for 
ſaying, * Too great a part of the Clergy, ta notorious, are either 


| A 2 «© opens 
8 Owen's Preface, p-. 4; 5. 


| Gieve, would ſoon firip us of thi graciqus Indulgence ; and we 


iv PREFACE. 
N open Nonjuring Jacobites, or ſecret, and therefore more miſchie. 


« vous Highflyers, &c. 

Mr. Owen ſbould have conſidered, that Dr. Gale j expreſly ar- 
guing againſt ſuch jumbling of Diſtinct Parties together & be 
5; offended at, and thinks it a great Abuſe, He would not have the 
Church of England charged with the blaſphemous Fancies of her pre- 
tended Sons, and has expos d ſome of their popiſh Doftrine, particu» 
larly naming the Perſons, Now that which was ſo notorious, and 
which he was able to give plain Inſtances of, ſhould not be charged, 
or {lighted (½ Mr. Owen words it) as the ſtale Crimination 
of Men who judge the Heart, contrary to clear Facts and 
Demonſtrations. | 

Tu pity our Authoy dealt ſo unfairly with Dr. Gale, as to 
leave out ſuch material Paſſages as are before, and immediately fol- 
low what he has cited, that he might take an Occaſion to expoſe bim. 
The Words going before are, *Twould be ſhameful Injuſtice to 
* make the Church anſwerable for all the ſtrange, nay, ſometimes 
& blaſphemous and atheiſtical Fancies, and bad Actions of her pre- 
«= tended Sons.” Then om what Mr. Owen bas cited; Dofor 
Gale adds, ** But to aſcribe the Diſloyalties, Corruptions, and per- 
« yicious Doftrines of theſe Men to the Church, though they bave bad 
& the Fortune to worm ee gere into ſome ſhare of ber Dignities, 
4 % be diſingenious, and every hongſt Man wou'd abtor it b *. 


Was it then ingenious in Mr. Owen to ſuggeſt, That Dr. Gale 


reputes them among the Body of the Clergy, and of the Church, when 
he s expr:ſly clearing the Church of theſe her bad Sons, to the Intent 
be might alſo on like Grounds, clear hs own Party, from the Freaks 


aud Perſwaſions of a ſingle Min, or a very few Perſons, Mr. Wall 


had beard of, and was willing to charge on the whole Body ? 

Again, Mr. Owen 4 mizhtily offended with Dr. Gale and bs 
Party, and compares our Caſe to that of the Danites, who had taken 
away Micah's Gods, to whom the injured Man cries out, — What 
bave I more? And what u this that ye ſay unto me, What aileth 
thee? Judg. xviii. 23. Much alike ( ſays be) 4 our Caſe. For 
« all Pædohaptiſts throughout the World are only unchurch'd by the 
« charitable Mr. Gale and bi Party. What aileth us 
« gow, that we cry after him? Why are we not wonderful calm, 
a and hind to theſe Diſſenting Brethren, and give up. ſuch chea 
« Things, as our Church Miniſtry, &c. for Peace and Civility's 


44 ſabe? Tha Thanks bas the Government, to be quite unchurch'd 


« for its gracious Indulgence ©! 
Indeed ſuch Spirits as Mr. Owen here ſeems to diſcover, I be- 


1 
d Dr, Gale's RefieFions, p. 52, © Owen's Prof. p. 6, 7. 
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PREFACE: v 


eſs God, the Government ij not in ſuch Hands: But otherwiſe, whas 
* there in ths mighty Out-cry ? 

It M to be noted, that Dr. Gale was anſwering Mr. Wall, who 
ſuppoſes the Baptiſts to be right in their Notions about Baptiſm, and 
their Church to be in the Error; and yet undertakes to ſhew, that 
the Baptiſts have notwithſtanding, no ſufficient Ground to ſeparate 3 
becauſe, as be ſuppoſes, the Difference is not about Fundamentals. To 
which the Door replies, among other Things, . That if it were not 
« in Reality a Fundamental, yet while we believe it is, it bas the 
& Influence of one upon our Conſciences, and we have the ſame Rea- 
« ſon to ſeparate d. 

Tis plain therefore the Streſs of Dr. Gale's Argument lies in tha, 
That tis contrary to our Conſciences to join with the Church of Eng- 
land as with the true Church, while we retain our Opinion in the 
Point of Baptiſm : Put thi we muſt give up as a Trifle, if we would 
give Satisfatlion to theſe Men; otherwiſe we are followed with a 
great Hut. cry, That we have robb'd them of Ordinations, Mini- 
ſters, Sacraments, Church and Church-Memberſhip. But 
bath not Mr. Owen the ſame Opinion of ha Church as ue bave o 
ours, Viz. That t the true Church of Chriſt? And if ſo, would he 
diſclaim it to join with ours, which t like be thinks i a falſe one? 
I not, bow can be blame us for not joining with them? But if be 
will allow the Paptiſts to be in the rigbt, and that their Clan ch & in 
tbe Error (which was the Topic Mr. Wall argu'd upon, and to which 
Dr. Gale anſwered) then « he ſtill more unrea/onable, if he don't 
leave us the Propriety, and renounce that Claim to which be has no 
Right, However, all we deſire or demand of them, z only to ſuffer 
us quietly to enjoy the Liberty of our Conſciences, and the Toleration 
which our kind Leg ſlators bave granted us; and the ſame Liberty 
we very freely allow to them. And what Occaſion there u to cry out 
of Robbery, &c. unleſs to ſuch 45 envy the gracious Indulgence 
we enjoy, and would incenſe the Government againſt an innocent 
People, I ſee not. 

And that Mr. Owen #« not clear of this Temper, appears but too 
evident, in his ſtrange and unaccountable Refl:Hion on theſe Words 
of Dr. Gale, ** That the Diſſenters by being out of the Pody of the 
« Church of England, are meerly on that Account, ont of Fer Por- 
« er,” Into the Merits of the Cauſe (ſaith Mr. Owen) ue 
ce muſt not examine, but the bare Act of Witkdrawing, without an 


4 Conſideration of Rivbt, is ſuffcient, Then, if in this Reſpect all 


w M$ Y - 


*6 other Societies are like our Church, and our Church like them, the 
« King's Subjefts need but withdraw from bis Allegiance, and form 


r themſelves into little ſeparate Bodies, in Cities, Towns, and 


„ Conn 


bee Dr. Gale's Reſtectiont, p. 77, 78, &c, 


Dr. 


n PREPACE 
Country Villages too, 4s Difſeuters have afted towards our Church, 
ce and they are meerly on that Account out of the Civil Body, and 
* certainly out of its Power, So the Preſton Gentlemen withdrew, 


„ and were executed, not for Rebels, but for Fools; becauſe they 


& knew not how to plead their own Privilege“. 
What Examination is this which our Author means the Church 
ſhould have Power to call the Diſſenters to? I it not to be preſented, 
and proſecuted in the Spiritual Courts, contrary to the Toleration 
and 3 Indulgence granted to them? For tis in this Reſpett 
ale is to be underſtood, that we are out of the Power of the 
Perſecuting Party of the Church. And why ſhould Mr. Owen com- 


| fare the Power of ſuch a Party, to the Power of the Legiſlator, un- 


leſs becauſe he would have it ſo? But ſure the Legiſlative Power ex- 
tends not only to the Church, in maintaining its Rights and Privile- 
es, but alſo to the Diſſenters, in a gracious Indulgence and 
oleration, by which they are exempted from the Power and Perſe- 
ent ions of their inveterate Adverſaries, who reckon themſelves the 
only Sons of the Church. And that this was all which Dr. Gale 
zu ten ded, may appear to W who will be at the Pains of reading 
the Paſſage referr'd to below f. | 

What then but Prejudice and Ill will could put our Author upon 
drawing ſuch Inferences contrary to the Premiſes ? Which be im- 

proves with all his Power, to leſſen the Credit of bis Antagoniſt, in- 
fiead of fairly anſwering bis Arguments, 

But I will trace this Matter no further, the Doftor is out of the 
Reach of Envy, and the Truth which be maintain d will not be hat- 
ter d down by ſuch ungenerous Methods, which tend to banter Me 
ont of their Opinions, rather than convince their Judgments. 

As for our Parts, we ſhall chooſe rather to ſuffer Reproach, than 

in the leaſt to be guilty of rendering Evil for Evil, or Railing 
or Railing; and knowing that theſe Things enter not into the 
Merit of the Cauſe, I ſhall paſs them over not only as weak, and 
frivolous in point of Argument, but alſo as hurtful and injurious to 
oter real Deſign, which is to promote the Honeur of God and Religi- 
on; and Peace, Concord, Charity, gaod Affection, and mutual 
Forbearance, among all the differing Denominations of Chriſtians ; 
being deſirous to obſerve that golden Rule of our Saviour, To do to 
others as we would they ſhould do unto us. | 


Vale. 


* Owen's Pref. p. 7, 8. * Dy, Gale's Reflect. p. 84, 85, 86. 
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To all ſober and well-diſpoſed 


PERSONS 


Particularly ſuch as join in 


COMMUNION 


SIIIH THE 


Church of England. 


HE great Author of the Chriſtian Religi- 
on, and of our Common Salvation aſſures 
us, that the Conſequence of his Coming 
would be to ſet a Man at Variance againſt bis 
Father, and the Daughter againſt ber Mother, 
the Daughter in Law againſi her Mother in 
Lau; and that a Man's Foes ſhould be they of 

bis own Houſe: And withal, that be who loveth Father or Mo- 
ther, Son or Daughter, Wife or Children, &c. more than him, is 
not worthy of him s. And as it is he by whom God the Fa- 
ther now ſpeaks to Men, who is the great Prophet and 
King, and the Lord and Maſter of all Chriſtians, to whom 
we all owe an entire Subjection and Obedience b; it my 
needs 


"7 


8 Mat. X. 355 36, 37. Comp. Luke 14. 26. 
Y Heb, i. 2. Acts iii. 22. Mat. Xxiii. 8, 19. 


8 
needs 1 57 highly reaſonable and neceſſary, for all 


Plain Reaſons. for a Separation 


Perſons that have a due Value for that honourable Title 
which we all generally claim, I mean that of Chriſtian, to 
acquaint themſelves with the Rules and Laws of Chriſt, - + 
as the ſame are contain'd in our Canon, and only Rule of 
Faith, the holy Scriptures. | 

We readily agree to what your Church teaches in her 
fixth Article, that boly Scripture containeth all Things neceſſary 
or Salvation: So that whatſoever is not read therein, nor may be 
moe thereby, is not ro be required of any Man, that it ſhould be 
elieved 45 an Article of the Faith, or be thought requiſite or neceſſa- 
ry to Salvation. f ; 

Hence it follows, that every Chriſtian ought diligently ' 
to ſearch the Scripture i, as well the Laity or common People, 


a ew # ac a *©@ <4  @ 1 


as others, and not to depend upon any who are eſteemed 


Guides of Religion. We have a general Exhortation, to 


frove all Things, and bold faſt that which is good * ; which ſup- 


ſes an Ability in all thoſe to whom it is given to judge 
Fr themſelves, to try every Spirit, and by the Exerciſe 
of their own Senſes | to diſcern both Good and Evil : And that 
whatever they ſhall find agreeable to the Mind of Chriſt, 
they are to conform themſelves to; and to reject what- 
ever wants his Authority, though it have never ſo many 
and great Patrons beſides; well knowing, that 'tis in vain 
to worſhip God by Mens Traditions. 
« In this the true Liberty conſiſts, that every Man be 
allow'd the full and free Exerciſe of his own Faculties, 
« and without any Diſcouragements or Reſtraints, to em- 
« brace and defend whatever he takes for Truth ; and to 


* 


„ worſhip God according to the Dictates of his own Con- 


« {cjence only. And this (as Dr. Gale obſerves) the wiſe, 
the learned, the beſt and greateſt of all Parties, do now 
« agree to plead for, and acknowledge the indubitable 
„Right every Man has to this Liberty, which they are 
< therefore as ready to grant to all others, as they are to. 
« demand it for themſelves w. 

Being then thus far agreed, I ſhall now endeavour to 
ſhew you, that the Churches of the Baptiſts are conſtitu- 
ted more agreeable to the Canon of holy Scripture, than. 
is the preſent Church of England her ſelf: And that 
therefore, in the ſecond Place, our Separation fram her 
Communion is Juſt and neceſſary, 15 i 

is. 


i John v. 39. Acts xvii. 1r. 5 x The, v. 21. Heb. v. ultz 
Gale cru. Vol. I. p. 23, 24. 5 


This may poſſibly ſeem ſtrange to many conſcientious 
und well dilpoled Perſons in your Church, who being not 
well acquainted with the real Principles, and primitive 
ſt. Truth which the Baptiſts maintain and practiſe, are pre- 


. a. 
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from the Church of En gland. 5 


oſſeſs'd with falſe Notions and Opinions concerning us; 
which may be occaſioned by Mifrepreſentations of 1gno- 
tant and prejudic'd Perſons, who ſpeak Evil of the Things they 
underſtand not. Tis no new Thing however, to find inno- 
cent Perſons reproached and vilified, and the Way of Truth 
evil Polen fn. This therefore doth nõt ſtartle vs in the 
leaſt, but is rather a Confirmation to us, that we follow 


the ſame Way and Truth which Chriſt and his Apoſtles 


did who were thus handled ; for Chriſt himſelf teaches us, 
The Servant is not greater than the Lord. Therefore we have 
no Reaſon to expect better Treatment than he met with. 
But now to come to the Point; I am firft to ſhew, That 
the Conſtitution of our Churches are agreeable to the Rule 
of holy Scripture. And this will appear in the following 
Particulars. > 


Firſt, The Gathering of our Churches is according to the Do- 


 frine of our Saviour and his Apoſtles, 


Our Saviour commanded his Apoſtles to go into all Na- 
tions, and preach the Goſpel to every Creature, as their 
firſt Work; and thoſe who were thus taught, i. . who 
having heard the Goſpel preached, did believe, were to 
be baptized, and no other. For this is plainly the Order 
of the great Commiſſion of our Lord, which is the only 
Authority the Miniſters of Chriſt have to baptize in the 


Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt v. And 
this Order the Apoſtles did truly obſerve, for they admit- 


ted none to Baptiſm but ſuch as were firſt taught, and 


made a Profeſſion of ſuch Qualifications as were required, 


namely, Repentance and Faith, 'Thus when St. Peter 
preached to the Jews, he ſaid, Repent and be baptized every one 
of you; which they readily embraced, and being under 
Conviction for that heinous Sin, in crucifying the Lord of 
Glory, they rejoiced to find a Remedy, and they that gladly 


received his Word, were baptized. So when the Samaritans be- 


lieved Philip, preaching the Things concerning the Kingdom of God, 
and the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, they were baptized both Men and 
Wonten.” And when the Ethiopian Eunuch defired to be 

| B 3 bap- 
" Mat. xii. 24. Ass xvii. 18. xxiv. 5. xxviii, 22; 2 Pet. ii. 2, 
John xv. 20, ? Mat, zzviiie 19. Mark xvi. 15. 


© 
* 


10 Plain Reaſons for a Separation 


baptized, Philip tells him, If chow believeſt with all thine Heart 
thou mayſt a. The Jailer alſo who was baptized rejoiced, be. 


lieving in God with all bis Houſe. And Criſpus, the chief Ruler 


of the Synagogue, believed on the Lord with all bis Houſe: And 
_ of the Corinthians, bearing, believed, and were bap- 
tired. 

Now as this was the Order obſerved by the Apoſtles, 
ſo it is well known that this is the Practice of the Ba tiſts 


at this Day; and herein they are juſtified by your ſelves, 


who ſay in your Church Catechiſm, that Repentance and 
Faith are required of Perſons to be baptized. 


Secondly, © Our Church Conſtitution is according to the pri- 
% mitive Pattern. They only can be truly conſtituted that 
ware rightly gathered, which we conceive the baptized 
1% Churches only are. | 

1. In the primitive Conſtitution of Chriſt's Church, 
* the Members held a free Fellowſhip, there was no 
* worldly Force uſed in begetting Members, or holding 
„ them together in Church-Fellowſhip ; but their Fel- 
* lowſhip was from their own free Choice, and by a mu- 
<« tual Conſent £ 

And in this we ſucceed the firſt Churches; for we 
© have no penal Laws to force People to our Communion, 
© nor ever defire to have. We are for no Conſtraint but 
« the Power of God's Word and Spirit to perſwade poor 
« Sinners to embrace Chriſt, and eternal Life by him, in 
«& a ſure Way of his own preſcribing. We think it very 
* hard that any ſhould be forced by Fines, Impriſonment, 
& Baniſhment, or Fear of Death, to be of our Religion, 
„% whether they can believe it to be true or no. Beſides, 
„if we ſhould take that Courſe, it is without Warrant 


from Chriſt or his Apoſtlest;” nay, we think, contra- 


ry to what our Saviour taught, when ſending out his 


twelve Apoſtles he faith, Behold, I ſend you forth as Sheep in 


the midſt of Wolves: And when ſome of them were com- 
manding Fire to come down from Heaven, to conſume the 
Samaritans (after the Example of Elias) becauſe they did 
not receive their Lord, he rebukes them, ſaying, Ye know 
not what manner of Spirit ye are of“. 


2 Add ii. 38, 47. viii. 12, 37. * Chap, xvi. 34. viii, B. (John 
1, TI, 12, 13. Acts ii. 4 T, 42, 43. 1 Theſ. i. 5, 6, 9. 1 John i. 3. 
a * 17, Joſ. Hooke's Apology, p. 76, 77. Mat- x. 16, Luke 
1X. 55. | ; | ; 
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2 from the Church of England. 11 


2. © The good Conſtitution, and primitive Order of the 
* baptized Churches, conſiſts further in the diſpoſing of 
*% the Members to thoſe Places to which they are fitted 
& to ſerve in this myſtical Body, that ſo the Church may 
* be Organized with Officers: And here we ſhall ſhew 
& that we are not without a Miniſtry that is of divine Au- 
cc thority, and who have a regular Call, and Ordination 
© to the miniſterial Office. And, 

(1.) „We have three Sorts of ordained Officers amongſt 
« us, viz, Meflengers, Elders, and Deacons, which we 
© find to have been in the firſt Churches. That the firſt 
„Churches had an Order of Miniſters called Apoſtles or 
4 Angels, which in plain Engliſb are Meſſengers, befides 
ce the chief Apoſtles (i. e. the Twelve and St. Paul, who 
& had an extraordinary Call to the Office of Apoſtleſhip) 
« 1s evident. | 
4 Barnabas was one of this Order; for though St. Paul, 
* who was ordain'd together with him, had an extraordi- 
* nary Miſſion from Chriſt Jeſus himſelf, it does not 
appear that Barnabas had ſo too; yet he is called an 
% Apoſtle in Conjunction with Paul v. 

te Softhenes, none of the twelve Apoſtles, is joined with 
& Paul, and with him to be accounted a Miniſter of Chriſt, 
and a Steward of the Myſteries of God, and an Apo- 
E tle”. 
4 Sylvanus and Timotheus, it ſeems, were Minifters of this 
„ Order, as is very plain, 1 The. i. 8. compared with 
* Chap. 11.6.7” And St. Paul call? Epapbroditus his Bro- 
ther and Companion in Labour, and the Churches Meſ- 
ſenger , And he ſpeaks of ſome Miniſters choſen by the 
Churches to travel with him, which he ſtiles the Meſſen- 

gers of the Churches, and the Glory of Chriſt *. 

Phe Buſineſs of Meſſengers was to preach the Goſpel 


is in remote Places, plant Churches, ordain Elders, and ſet 


in order Things that were wanting, every where in all 
Churches. Such a Care had St. Paul, who with Barnabas 
was ſent forth in this Serviced; and who left Titus in Crete 
for the ſame Purpoſe c. : 
Now this Order, or Office of Meſſengers is fill 
* maintain'd in the baptized Churches; and as there is 
c need of ſuch a Miniſtry to the World's End, ſo ſome 
| —_ YT « ſhould 
 * Atts xiv. 14. * 1 Cor. i. 1. iv. 1, 9. * Hooke's 4pol. p. 78. 
F Phil. ii. 25. * 2 9a viii. 18, 19, 23. „ - : Cor. 
Ni. 28. Acts Xili. 2 3 iv. 225 232 253 26. © Tit, i. 5 
F 
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«© ſhould be ſet now as well as formerly, for the Defence 
* of the Goſpel, againſt Gainſayers, in all Places 4. And 
„ what other Officers but theſe, are bound to travel up 
„ and down the World to do ſuch a Work as that ©? 
Doubtleſs it will be granted, ſuch Work is yet to be 


done for Chriſt in the World; and if ſo, there muſt be 


ſome ſure who ftand peculiarly engag'd to do it; and 
then why may they not be called by a Name ſuitable to 
their Work? eſpecially fince, as has been obſerv'd, tis 
+romgy formerly made uſe of by the Apoſtles them- 
elves. 

The firſt Churches had alſo an Order of Minifters cal- 
led Elders, which were fixed Miniſters, and had a Charge 
and Care of particular Churches and Congregations, as 
may appear from St. Paul's Words to the Elders of Epbeſus, 
where he exhorts them thus, Take heed to your ſelves, and to 
all the Flock, over the which the Holy Ghoſt bath made you Over- 


ſeers, to feed the Flock of God, &c. Likewiſe St. Peter ex- 


horts Elders to feed the Flock of God which was among them, ta- 
king the Overſight thereof, not by conſtraint, but willingly ; not for 


filthy Lucye, but of a ready Mind; neither as being Lords over 


God's Heritage, but being Enſamples to the Flock *, 

Now this Office of Elders is religiouſly maintained in 
the Baptiſt Churches. Again, 

The primitive Churches had a Sort of Miniſters called 
Deacons, whoſe Work was to ſerve Tables, or take Care 
of the Poor, to ſee that their Wants were timely relieved : 
The firſt Appointment of this Office we find Ads vi. And 
their Qualifications are mentioned 1 Tim. iii. 8 ——13+ 


Which uſeful Office is likewiſe ſtill maintained in the 


| baptized Churches, Thus much as to the Kinds of 


Officers. | 

(2.) „ True Ordination of theſe ſeveral Officers is alſo 
* found in the baptized Churches. 

1/t. * Becauſe we have true Baptiſm. 

2dly. Due Election of Officers. 

3dly. * The true Form or Order of Ordination. 
It. © It is moſt certain that we have true Baptiſm, be- 
* cauſe we have all the Eſſentials of Baptiſm. 1, A right 
Subject. 2. Right Matter. 3. Right Words. 4.A 
« right Manner. Inſomuch that ſuch as oppoſe us cannot 
e chuſe but confeſs, that ours is true Baptiſm z though 

| et we 


d Phil. i. 17. 1 Tim. i. 3, 4. © Hooke's Apol. p. 80. f Acts xx. 28. 
1 Pet. v. 1, 2, 3. Bs 


. 7 
. 


From the Church of England. Iz 


$ we cannot believe that theirs is right as well as ours, 
« and there we differ, 

« Now Baptiſm precedes Ordination, and where there 
* is no true Baptiſm, there can be no right Ordination. 

And as we have true Baptiſm, ſo after Baptiſm we lay 
Hands on all the new admitted Members, as the fourth 
Principle of Chriſt's Doctrine, according to the Apoſtles 
Practice 8. 

2dly. © We have due Election of Officers; none are or- 
* dain'd to Office among us before they be choſen by the 
te free Conſent of the whole Church, or at leaſt of the 
* major part. And thus it was in the ay Church, 
* When they were to chooſe an Apoſtle in the Room of 
'** Judas, the whole Church were one Hundred and twen- 
« ty, and they appointed two®, and left it to the Lord, 
„ which of the two ſhould take part in that Miniſtry. 
© And good reaſon it is, where all are equally concern'd, 
they ſhould be equally ſatisfy'd in the Choice of ſuch 
* to whom they commit the Care of their Souls. And 
„ when Deacons were to be ordained, the Apoſtles did not 
« deprive the People of a Liberty of Choice, only told 
t them how ſuch Officers ſhould be qualified, and ſo left 
« it to the People to chooſe them, and then they ordain- 
« ed them. 

„And we have not only Scripture, but Antiquity alſo 
© on our fide in this Caſe. | 

„ The Nicene Council thus; If ſo be they ſeem to be worthy, 
te and the People ſhall chooſe them *. 

Cyprian thus; The People have Power of themſelves, either to 


. chooſe worthy Biſhops, or elſe to refuſe them that be unworthy l. 


And they were counted worthy in thoſe Days that 
t were qualified according to the Directions of the Apoſtle 
% Paul, 1 Tim. iii. Tit. i. tho' they had taken no School 
© Degrees; for Clement writing to the Corinthians, ſaith, 
© They made Trial of them by the Spirit to be Biſhops and Dea- 
“ cons, And Salmaſius ſaith, Several Lay Men were choſen to 
« be Presbyters and. Biſhops, without being promoted through inſe— 
« rior Orders; and that Cuſtom continued long in the Church. 
Thus Ambroſe at Milan, NeBarinus at Conſtautinople, &c. 
% who bad been brought up in civil Employments. | 

Now this Privilege, though loſt, or utterly peglected 


„ by ſome others, is carefully maintained in our Churches, 


« where 


Acts viii. 17. xix. 6, Heb, vi. 2. h Acts i. 15, 23. Acts vi. 3, 
As 5,6. * Theod, L. I. c. 9. See Jewel's 4pol, Parc II. p. 127. 
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„ where none are elected Meſſtngers, Biſhops or Deacons, 
% without the free Choice of the Brotherhood where ſuch 
a Elections are made, f 


zdly. ** The true Form or Order of Ordination is found 


© in our Churches. For after due Election, we proceed to 
% Ordination with Faſting, Prayer, and Laying on of 
Hands; and thus it was in the primitive Church. See 
% Afﬀs vi. 5, 6. xiii. 3. xiv. 23. | 

Nov theſe ancient, apoſtolical Practices, are conſcien- 
* tiouſly obſerved, and religiouſly performed in our 
* Churches, in godly Simplicity, without any additional 
« Devices of our own or other Mens. 

„ By all which it may appear, they are Chrlſt's lawful 
“ Miniſters, that perform the miniſterial Duties in our 
« Churches, even ſuch Minifters as are qualified, choſen, 
&« and ordained according to the Word of God *.“ And 
this we find your Church approves 9. 

We allow no Man to take upon himſelf the minifterial 
Office, but are of one Mind with che Church of England in 
her Twenty third Article, where ſhe faith, It not lawful 
for any Man to take upon bim the Office of publick Preaching, or 
miniſtring the Sacraments in the Congregation, before be be lawfully 
called, and ſent to execute the ſame b. 

„ But this we do, we allow every faithful Brother 
& amongſt us, that hath an edifying Gift, to uſe the ſame 
* to the Glory of God that gave it, and to the Profit of 
„ his Brethren; and we take our Warrant for ſo doing 
from ſuch Scriptures as theſe, 1 Cor. xil. 1, 7, 8, Ge. 
« Chap. xiv. 1, 12. 1 Pet. iv. T0, It. As every Man hath re- 
&« ceived the Gift, even ſo miniſter the ſame one to another, as good 
&« Stewards of the manifold Grace of God. But we do not al- 
<« low any to uſe their Gift, how or when they pleaſe, but 
« ſo as comporteth with Decency, and makes no Breach 
* upon Order, 1 Cor, xiv. 26, 33, 39, 40. 

% To which I ſhall ſubjoin what is ſaid in the fifth Ar- 
ee ticle of our Confeſſion of Faith, as it is expreſſed in 
% Mr. Grantham's Book of primitive Chriſtianity, viz. 

That ſuch who firſt orderly come into Chriſt's Church, 
„ and waiting there, attain:to Degrees of Chriſtianity , 
„ rightly qualified, and competently gifted by God's Spirit, 
© ought to teach in the Church, and as Occafion ſerves, 
© to preach to the World (being approved by the * 

8 10 
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« ſo to do) and that from among ſuch ſome are to be 
« choſen by the Church, and ordained by Faſting and 
« Prayer, and Laying on of Hands, for the Work of the 
« Miniſtry ; ſuch ſo Ordained we own as Miniſters of the 


4 Goſpel. 


« Burt all ſuch as come not firſt to repent of their Sins, 


x believe on the Lord Jeſus, and be baptized in his 


« Name, for Remiſſion of Sins; but are only brought up 
« in the Schools of human Learning, to the attaining hu- 


 « man Arts, and variety of 3 with many vain 


« Curioſities of Speech; ſeeking rather the Gain of large 
« Revenues than the Gain to God, ſuch we utterly deny ; 
&« for they have need rather to be taught themſelves, than 
« fit to teach others, Rom. 11. 21. 4. 

To this we may add this Witneſs of Antiquity. 

Euſebius relates r, that Origen withdrawing himſelf out 
of Alexandria, went to Paleſtine, and made his Abode in 
Cæſarea; where the Biſhops of thoſe Parts intreated him, 


although he was not yet ordained Prieſt, to diſcourſe and 


to expound the holy Scriptures publickly in the Church. 
And when Demetrius complain'd of it, ſaying, “ That this 
„ Thing was never heard of, nor done till this Time, that 
& Laicks ſhould preach in the Preſence of Biſhops; ” he 
was anſwered by Alexander Biſhop of Jeruſalem, and Thee- 
fiſtus Biſhop of Cæſarea, who thus wrote and excuſed Origen, 
(viz.) I know not how you came ſo apparently to miſ- 


<< repreſent the Truth; for they are invited to preach 


„to the People (when they are found fit to profit the 
« Brethren) by the holy Biſhops. For Example, Euelpn 
« [was invited to preach] by Neon at Laranda: And ſo was 
% Paulinns by Celſus at Iconium: And Theodorws by Atticus at 
% Synnada, who were our blefſed Brethren. And *tis not 
« incredible that the like was done in other Places, tho' 
© we never knew it. | 

If yet it ſhould be objected, That our Miniſters being 
uſually deſtitute of the Knowledge of the Tongues in 
which the Scriptures originally were written, and other 
Parts of Learning, are therefore in danger of wreſting the 
Scriptures, as 2 Pet. iii. 16. | 

Our Anſwer is, That St. Peter, by the Uulearned in that 


Text, does not mean ſuch as had not the Knowledge of 
Tongues and Arts, becauſe himſelf was ſuch au unlearned 


Perſon, in the Opinion of thoſe who were the GROIN 
\ an 
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and Doctors of that Time*, who notwithſtanding their 
Wiſdom and Attainments in human Literature, wanted the 
true Wiſdom : For bad they known it, they would not have cru- 
cified the Lord of Glory *®. Beſides, it appears, that God for 
wiſe Reaſons, has made Choice of the fooliſh Things of the 
World to confound the wiſe; and thoſe Things which are hid 
from the wiſe and prudent, he is pleaſed to reveal to Babes v. 
So that let Men marvel never ſo much, and cry out with 
the Phariſees, This People who knowteth not the Law are curſed v; 
we have ſtill to reply, The Fooliſhneſs of God s wiſer than 
Men; and the Weakneſs of God is ſtronger than Men *. 

Not that we therefore defpiſe human Learning, or re- 
Je& it, but highly value it when 'tis uſed as it ought, in 
iubſerviency to that which is Divine ; but when it is exal- 
ted above it, and is made the chief, if not the only _— 
fication to fit Men for the Miniftry, this we judge to be a 
great Abuſe. 

„ And as touching the divine Learning, though God has 
% communicated it unto ſome Men by immediate Inſpira- 
“tion, Job xxxii. 8. Iſa. 1. 4 and may do ſo when he 
« pleaſes, and will never be 2 to true Believers, 
8 bh the Aids of his Spirit to help their Infirmities, in a 
_« Time of need, Luke xxi. 15. Yet ordinarily, this holy 
„% Knowledge is not attain'd without diligent Study, 
« Fecleſ. xii. 9, 10. 2 Tim. ii. 15. The holy Prophet 
% Daniel, though God had given him Knowledge and 
« Skill in all Learning and Wiſdom, Dan. i. 17. yet he 
* was converſant in Books, I «underſtood by Books, ſaith he, 
% Dan. ix. 2. He read in the Books of ſuch as had writ- 
<« ten of divine Things before him, and by that Means he 
t profited in divine Knowledge, and we may profit by 
« the ſame Means. 

We freely grant, that to ſtudy the Scriptures in their 
© original Tongues, is a good Help to Divinity, though 
© not enough to make a Man a Divine (as ts obſerv'd 
4 before) and a Man may be a good Divine without 
« it, though as a Help it ſhould not be neglected where 
te jt can be gained. And as it may happen, there may be 
«© an abſolute Neceſſity for this Knowledge; if the Tran 
* {lations of holy Scripture ſhould be burnt up (as {ome 
„ Men defire) they may be revived again from the origi. 
& nal Tongues, by ſuch as are Proficients in that kind of 
4 Learning. But, 


* 


c Ads iv. 13. 1 Cor. ii. 6, 7, 8. 1 Cor. i. Mat. 41. 24 
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But, 1 know n Man (ſaith Reverend Biſhop Taylor) 
* e that ſays, that the Scriptures in Hebrew and Greek are eaſy, 
r aud certain to be underſtood, and that they are hard in Latin 
„e and Engliſh; the Difficulty u in the Thing, bowever it be ex- 
1 * preſs'd, the leaſt i in the Language. If the original Languages 
„ % were our Mother Tongue, Scripture is not much the eaſter to 183 
h t and a natural Greek or a Jew, can with no more Reaſon or 
„ % Authority obtrude his Interpretations upon other Mens Conſcien- 
3 * ces, than a Man of another Nation V. 


The Reſult of the whole is, that“ when we have ſtu. 
4 died as much as we can, we ſhall never effectually at- 


* tain to the Inſide of the divine Learning without the Il- 
FE «* luminations of the Spirit of God; ſee 1 Cor. ii. 10, IT. 
li. © xit.3. Epb. i. 17, 18. And this is attain'd by humble 
1 & and conſtant Prayer, Luke xi. 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14. James 
, % i. 15. *Tis true, I have heard ſome, pretending to this 
_—_ divine Learning (the more is the Pity) ſpeak ſlighting- 
ah. ly cf this Doctrine of receiving the Holy Spirit, but I 
5 thought it argued nothing more than that they were 
rs. deſtitute of it themſelves, and ſo conſequently were 
3 4 none of Chriſt's Miniſters, nor Members neither, Rom. 
ply I viii. 9. I confeſs ſuch a Man, by the Strength of natu- 
dy, #* ral Parts, and acquired Abilities, may have a literal 
her “ Knowledge of the Scriptures, be acquainted with the 
ind received Doctrine, and popular Opinions of the Times, 
he © and may 1 excellently about ſuch Things, while 
* % he himſelf does not heartily believe what he de- 
rit. : clares to others, and there is a Reaſon at hand, even 
rhe $ becauſe he doth not ſurely know them, neither can he, 
by till it be given him by the Spirit of God; ſee Mat. 
& X11. 11. 1 Cor. ii. 145. 
neir „ Touching the Maintenance of Miniſters, our Judgment 
ugh $1 that ſuch as are ſet apart for that Employment, or 
ry's 4 ho ſpend their Time in the Service of Chriſt and his 
out Church, in ſowing of ſpiritual Things, ought to reap 
1erc the ir carnal Things; the Lord having ordained, that they 
be which breach the Goſpel, ſpould live of the Goſpel ® ; that is, 


that they ſhould be allow'd that which is ſufficient for the 


= Support of themſelves and their Families. But this muſt 
rigi- be a free and not a forced Allowance: The Miniſter of 


* hriſt muſt preach freely, not ſeeking worldly Gain, but 
But, ®* much as may be, to make the Goſpel without Charge, after 
44 2 C the 


Y polemic. Diſcourſe, 


1 uoted by H 1. pe $94 63, 64; 
$ Hooke! Apol. p. 63. N oy ooke, ho 5. 592 63,64; 


1 Cor. IX, II, 1-k 
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the Example of St. Paul, who, though he had the Care of 


all the Churches upon him, yet his own Hands miniſtred to 
his own, and others Neceſfties*, And on the other hand, 
the Church ſhould take care, upon all reaſonable Occafi- 
ons, to give freely . But we cannot find that Gofpel Mi. 
niſters have any divine Right to Tithes, or any forced 
Maintenance ; and therefore herein alſo, we conceive the 
Baptiſt Churches duly obſerving theſe Rules, are moſt 
agreeable to the primitive Practice. 

If any of your Church further object, That all our Or. 
ders, and miniſterial Offices, are invalid and void, for 
want of an orderly Succeſſion from the Apoſtles; our An- 
ſwer is: That in this Caſe we ſtand upon the ſame Foot 
with the Church of England her ſelf; for we think ſhe can 
no more prove any ſuch Succeſſion from the Apoſtles than 
the Baptiſts, unleſs ſhe ſhould derive it through all the 
impious, ſuperſtitious and idolatrous Practices of the 
Church and Popes of Rome; a Way which we are not fond 
of, and which Proteſtants have generally diſclaim'd. 

Thus the Author of the Book entitled, The Rights of the 


Chriſtian Church, tells us, That the reformed Clergy bad no No- 


tion, that the Miniſters of Chrift muſt needs receive their Power ſuc- 
ceſſrvely from the Church of Rome: He ſays particularly, that 
Luther diſavowed it, and diſclaimed all popiſh Ordinations ; and 
ſeveral others beſides Luther d. 

But if an uninterrupted Succeſſion be maintained, it 
muſt be ſuppoſed, that every Biſhop ordains his Succeſ- 


ſor. Thus David left Solomon his Son fitting on his 


Throne, being anointed King before his Father's Death *, 
So Joſoua ſucceeded Moſes, being full of the Spirit of Wiſdom ; 


for Moſes had laid hs Hands upon him f. By this Way (ſay the 


Papiſts) the apoſtolick Churches ſhew what Reputation they be of : 
As the Church of Smyrna telleth us of Polycarp, by John tbe 
Apoſtle placed there; the Church of the Romans telleth us of Cle- 
ment ordained by Peters. Yet we do not underſtand that 
this is practiſed, either in the Church of Rome, or the 


Church of England; for the Biſhop is always dead, or di- 


veſted of his Office, before the next Biſhop is ordained in 


his ſtead. . 
This Pretence of Succeſſion is learnedly confuted by 
« your 


d Acts xx. 33, 24. 1 Theſ. ii. 5, 6, 8, 9. 1 Cor. ix. 12, 15, 18. 
© I Cor, ix. 11. Gal. vi. 6, 7. Phil. iv. 10, 14, 15, 16, 12, 18. 
Rights of the Chriſtian Church, p. 336, 337. t Kings i. Deus, 
$XYiv. 9. s See Jewel's Def. Apol. Part II. p. 119, 
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your own Biſhop Jerel, which will equally ſerve for an 
Anſwer to this Objection made againſt us. In Sum, he 


teaches us not to regard any other Succeſſion than that of 

Faith and Doctrine l, there being indeed no ſuch uninter- 

rupted Succeſſion as the Papiſts boaſt of, to be found. 
Remarkable are the Words of the Right Reverend the 


Lord Biſhop of Bangor, © That in Fact, there muſt have 


been frequent Interruptions in the Succeſſion of the Chriſtian 
« Clagy; that the Goſpel layeth no ſtreſs upon this Matter, 
„but a great deal of Weight upon Things of quite ano- 
*© ther Nature; that you imitate our firſt Reformers, who 
% {corn'd to take their Claim to the Purity of the Goſpel, 
* from ſuch Topicks; that you do not put the Cauſe of the 


Reformation, and of the Church of England, upon ſuch Tri- 


fes, but upon your own being fincerely perſwaded of the 
** Neceſſity of departing from Thoſe, who had departed from 
God, and deſtroyed the whole Deſign of his Goſpel ; that 
* God and Chriſt could not but approve of Thoſe of the 
„ Clergy, who did at firſt, and have fince, joined in it ; 
* that You cannot put either Their, or Your own, eternal 


Salvation, upon their regular Ordination, and unbroken Suc- 
*. ceſſion from the Apoſtles, becauſe this would be to put ir 


% upon the Invention of Men, and not the Declaration of 
«© Chriſt ; and indeed, upon what you may be very well 
« afſured never was; that though you have all Reſpect 


for what is Fitting, Orderly, and Decent, yet, you cannot 


« in Conſcience abſolutely depend upon any S:t of Men 


for the Terms of Salvation, whilſt the Goſpel it ſelf lies 


« open, without renouncing Chriſtianity ; nor expect 
© God's Graces, Benediftions, or Abſolutions, from any Hands, 


but his own, without affronting him; nor put the 
& eternal Happineſs of Mankind, abſolutely, upon their 


« agreeing in one external Communion, with any one particular 


„Set of Clergymen, without the abſurd Suppoſition, that 
© God prefers an Impoſſibility before the trueft Sincerity of 
Heart i.“ This might be ſuitably applied in ſeveral 


. Cafes, but we ſhall only in the preſent Caſe conclude, 


that the Miniſters of the Baptiſt Churches have as good a 
Claim to Succeſfon as any other Church can pretend to. 


Thirdly, „Our Church doth further appear to be 4 true Church 
4 of Chriſt by ber Government. | 
| | SW) « The 


0 Def. Apol, Part II. p. 110, 138, 139, SG. Preſervati ve, 


! 2 56, 57. 
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& The true;, ancient, primitive, and apoſtolical Govern- 


* ment of the Church of Chriſt, was only ſpiritual ; and 


* though it was committed by Chriſt himſelf, who is the 


* Head of the Church, to the Apoſtles and Biſhops k, yet 


„ thole holy Men did not execute their Power ſo as to 
«* exclude the Preſence and Conſent of the People, but 


did bind and looſe in Conjunction with the Church 


* of God], | 8 

„This Government is deſigned for the Honour of 
“ Chriit, and the Edification of his Church.” Touching 
this Government, | + 

1. * By this the Offenders are ſhamed and reformed, 
& 1 Cor. v. 11. 2 Theſ. iii. 14, 15. | 

2. Others are warned, and the Infe&ion of Sin pre- 
«© vented, x Cor. v. 6, 7. 1 Tim. v. 20. 

3. „The Innocency of Chriſt's Church and Miniſtry is 
“ vindicated, Pſal. I. 21. 1 Cor. v. 8. Epb. v. 11. x Tim. 
98. % 42, Reb. ii. 2. | £ 

4. * And hereby the Authority of Chriſt; in the Hands 
of mean Men, is declared and juſtified, 1 Cor. iv. 18, 19, 
„ 20, 21. 2 Cor. x. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5> 6, 1,8. 


„% The Manner of executing this Government, is, 1. By 


© Rebukes, Reproofs, Ec. with all Long-ſuffering and Do- 
© firine®, 2, If that prevail not with the Offender, 
© then he is to be withdrawn from, or held Incommuni- 
© cable *. If the Sinner be humbled, and amended, the 
4 Sinisto be remitted, and the Offender reſtored ® ; But 
s ftlubborn Sinners, and Hereticks, after the firſt and ſe- 
* cond Admonition, are to be rejected ?. 
And this Government is to be exerciſed without Par- 
© tiality, 1 Tim. v. 21. without reſpe& to filthy Lucre, 
«© 1 Pet. v. 2. And without Domination or Lordſhip, 
nr BM HH. KP. 
« Now this truly evangelical, and primitive Govern- 
% ment of Chriſt's Church, is generally obſerved in the 
ce baptized Churches, as may appear to any that ſhall in- 
«© ſpect the Method of our. ecclefiaf#ical Government ?. 
Thus having demonſtrated, that the Baptiſt Churches 
have the Marks of truly ancient, primitive, and 8 
| ca 


** 


* Mat. xvi. 19. John xx. 21, 22, 23, 2 Cor. x. 8. xiii. 10. 1 Tim. 


I. 20. v. 17. 2 Tim. iv. 2. Tit. ii 15. Heb. xiii, 17. ! Mat, xviii. 


17, 18. 1 Cor. v. 3, 4 5. 1 Tim. v. 20. m 2 Tim. iv. 2. Tit. i. 13. 
N. 15. 2 Theſ. iii. 14, 15. 22 Cor. ii. 6. 7, 8, 10. Gal, yi, . 
P Mat, xvili. 17. Tit. iii. 15. 4 Fooke's pol. p. 87, 88, 89. 
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5 cal Gathering, Conſtitution, and Government; I think no more 


need be ſaid to prove that they are, in Deed and in Truth, 
according to the Doctrine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, A true 


_ © Church of Chriſt, 


« Or, if what hath been ſaid, ſhould be thought inſutf- 


in ficient, we could demonſtrate our Church to be true by 


les 


cal 


im. 


iii. 


te the Doctrine of the Church of Egland, in her nineteenth 
« Article, which 1s this: 
The viſible Church of Chriſt is a Congregation of faithful Men; in 


tbe which the pure Word of God j preached, and the Sacraments be 


auly adminiſired, according to Chriſt's Ordinance, in all thoſe 
Things that of neceſſity are requiſite to the ſame. 
Nov if this be the Mark whereby to find the vifible 


Church of Chriſt, it doth rather manifeſt our Church 


*© to be ſuch an one, than the Church of England, at leaſt 
in our Opinion: Becauſe our Church confiſts of faithful 


„Men, whether we take Faith for the Act of Believing, 


1%» Þ 


LY 


or for Fidelity, as it may be taken either Way, or it 


* may include both. 
1. We have no Infants of our Church, but Men and 
« Women, that are capable of Believing, and do actually 


* profeſs Faith. 


2. We uſe a ſtrict Diſcipline, ſo that we ſuffer no 
% known Offenders to continue in our Communion, with- 
out {ſuch Reformation as God's Word requires; ſo that 
e in this Senſe alſo, ours is a Congregation of faithful Men r. 

Here we may obſerve, that the Church is not the Build- 
ing, of Place of Worſhip, ſo accounted by too many igno- 
rant Perſons; for Chriſt's Church does not conſiſt of dead 
or ſenſleſs Materials, ſuch as Wood, Stone, Sc. but of 


living Stones, who are the Body of Chriſt, which are cava- 


ble both of being ſpoke and wrote unto, and alſo of ſpeak - 
ing to others, | 

We read of a Church in a Houſe *, and that Chriſt loved 
the Church, and gave himſelf for it, that he might ſanc- 
tify and cleanſe it, Sc. which is truly to be referr'd to 
the People, not the Place of Worſhip. 

And we are fully perſwaded, that the Word of God is 
purely preached amongſt us: For as our Miniſters do not 
mix the Word of God, or corrupt it with their own In- 
ventions, but do aim at that ſound Manner of Preaching 

| which 


1 Hooke's Apol. p. 89, 90. © Pet. ii. 5. Col. i. 24. Mat. xviii. 17. 


John 9. * x Cor, xvi. 19. Col. iv. 15. Philem, 2, Eph. v. 25, 
26, 27, | | 
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which is not with the enticing Words of Man's Wiſdom, but in 


Demonſtration of the Spirit, and of Power : Studying to ſhew them- 
Jelves approved unte God, Wortmen that need not to be aſhamed, 
rizhtly dividing the Word of Truth; ſo we hope many are 
ready to teltify the powerful Effects of their Miniſtry, 
who have thereby been turned from Darkneſs to Light, and 
from the Hover of Satan unm God. molt 
And then for the due Adminiſtration of Chriſt's Ordi- 
* nances, which they call Sacraments, to wit, Baptiſm 
and the Supper of the Lord, we verily think, that we 
« are exacter than the Church of England her ſelf. And 


* ſo to ſpeak our Minds fincerely in godly Plainneſs, we 


are perſwaded, that their Definition of a viſible Church of 
« Chrift, doth rather agree to us than to them * 

As for our religious Worſhip, it is our Endeavour to 
worſhip God in Spirit and in Truth, not allowing of any vain 
and ſuperſtitious Ceremonies, fearing we ſhould in ſo do- 
ing diſpleaſe God; for we know that he is a jealous God of 
his 6wn Ways and Worſhip, and that 'tis in vain to wor- 
ſhip him with Mens Traditions Y, | 

Our Prayers are not pre-compoſed, and put into a Form; 
for as Paul and the primitive Chriſtians did not, ſo we know 
not hat we ſhould pray for as we ought : But the Spirit it ſelf belpetb 
our Infirmities, &c*, And as a Senſe of our Wants is given 
us, being quickened by the Spirit, we pray with the Spirit, 
and with the Underſtanding alſo *. 

Our praiſing of God is alſo from an experimental Know- 


' Jedge, and Senfe of God's Goodneſs, according to St. 


Paul's Rule; for we conceive the true Praiſing of God 
conſiſts not in any pre-compoſed Forms, but is a ſpiritual 
Exerciſe, perform'd with decent Expreſſions, according 
as the Mind is influenced with a grateful Senſe of the di- 
vine Favours, by his Spirit, in the Diſcharge of that 
Duty. x 

S0 we conclude the Baptiſt Churches are conformable 
to Chriſt and his holy Apoſtles, in the Performance of 
their religious Exerciſes, and Worſhip. But here we find 
it objected, 75 

« That the Baptiſſs reject the Lord's Prayer, though ſo 
© poſitively enjoin'd by Chriſt, Luke xi. 2. that when we 
„ pray, we ſhould ſay, Our Father, &c. 


To which we ſay, we do not underſtand that Chriſt in- 
tended 


Acts xxvi. 18. * Hooke's Apol. p. 99, J Mat. xv. 9. Mar. vii. 


7, 8, 9. Rom. viii, 26. 1 Cor. xiv, 15. b 1bid, 
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tended this Prayer ſhould be uſed by all in thoſe very pre- 
ſcript Words, without any Alteration, and that it ſhould | 
be us'd at all Times, and be all the Prayer Chriſt's Diſci- | 
2 ples ſhould make at any Time upon any Occafion, which 
would be the Conſequence of this Objection. For the 
Words, M ben ye pray, muſt be underitood to refer indiffe- 
rently to all Times; and that this ſhould be all the Pray- 
er they ought to make, on this Suppoſition, appears from 
*hence, in that our Saviour delivers this Compendium of 
Prayer in Oppoſition to the vain Repetitions, and much 
erging uſed by the Heathen ©, which would be nothing 
to the Purpoſe, unleſs it be ſuppoſed, that this was to 
comprehend generally all their Prayers, and that the 
were not to uſe many Petitions beſides this, and to ad 
this afterwards, which of Conſequence would make their 
Prayers longer and not ſhorter. 
C And we do not find either that the Apoſtles at any Time 
did uſe this Prayer, though we find them praying in other 
Words 4, or that your Church does confine her ſelf to it 
exactly as a Preſcript or ſet Form, ſince you vary from 
both Matthew, who hath it, Forgive us our Debts, as ue forgive 
our Debtors; and Luke, who ſaith, Forgive us our Sins; for ue- 
"alſo forgive every one that j indebted to us; but you ſay, Forgive 
us our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us: And 
you have alſo added many Collefts and Prayers beſides 
this, which are uſed in your publick Worſhip, as alſo the 
Doxology [ For thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the 
] Glory, for ever and ever] which is not found in Les xi. But to 
1 this it may be ſaid, That the Doxology is found in A7ar. vi. 
and that though you vary in Exprefiion, yet not in Senſe 
from the Evangeliſts, whoſe varying from one another, as 
alſo the Apoſtles adding other Prayers, or praying in 
other Words, (together with the Variety of the Saints Oc- 
caſions and Conditions) is a ſufficient Warrant for you to 
do ſo too. All this is granted; from whence we think ir 
df 3 8 
4 follows, That Chriſt never intended to tie his Diſciples 
to the Uſe of thoſe Words as a ſtated Form, to be uſed 
0 only in ſo many, and in thoſe very Words and Syllables, 
and eſpecially in the after Ages of the Church, as the Ob- 
jection ſuppoſeth ; but rather, that he intended it only as 
a2 Pattern and Direction of Prayer, and particularly to teach 
* us, that our Prayers ſhould be ſhort and copious, 3 not 
; rawn 


” LL! 0s Vl, 7, 8, 9% 8 Acts iv. 24, Ic Chap, i. 14724 vii. 
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drawn out to too great a length by vain Repetitians. - For 
as when our Lord {ent forth his twelve Difciples to preach, 
ſaying, The Kingdom of Heaven u at Hand ©, we are not to un- 
derſtand, they were to be ty'd to thoſe very Words, and 
preach nothing elſe; ſo we cannot think he did any more 
intend to confine his Followers to theſe very Words and 
Expreſſions in their Prayers. And we think the Matter is 
well explain'd by St. Matthew, who relates the Words of 
our Lord thus, After this Manner pray ye, &cf, Which is 
agreeable to our Senſe and Practice, who readily grant it 


to be a molt excellent Rule, Direction, or Platform of : 


Prayer. 

@ Another Objection we meet with is this, Ob! ſay ſome, 
* You may talk what you will, we muſt have a Care of Houſes 
« Preachers; for tis ſaid, Of this Sort are they which creep 
« into Houſes, and lead Captive filly Women, Oc. 2 Tim. 
&< 111. 6, 7. 

There can be no Argument in this, if it be conſider'd, 
That none are blam'd for Preaching in Hauſes, nor any where 
elſe ; aide xg indifferent as to the Place where God is 
worſhipped, ſo that it be in Spirit and in Truths, Chriſt 
himſelf taught on a Mountain, by the Sea-fide, in a Ship, 
in the Synagogues, in the Temple, yea, and in a Houſe 
too ®, The Apoſtles allo preached in Houſes, So that 
you may eaſily ſee, that 2 Tim. iii. 7. doth not concern 

Rus, nor any other that preach the Truth in Dwelling- 
Houſes. But let us conſider the Meaning of the Text. 

&« Of this Sort.] What Sort? Why, of that Sort juſt be- 

« fore mention'd, who are deſcrib'd in the former Part of 


e the Chapter, even ſuch as are Lovers of their own ſelves, 


* Covetors, Boaſters, Proud, & c. baving a Form of Godliueſs, 
* but denying the Power thereof, Of this Sort are they which 
t creep into Houſes, Sc. And I hope it appears we are 
© not of this Sort of People; for we allow no ſuch Enor. 
« mities amongſt us. | 
&« Are they which creep.) I ſuppoſe none are ſo groſs to 
« ;magine, that they creep on their Hands and Knees, but 
ce all that are judicious will rather think that their Creep- 
« ing fignifies ſome cunning Way of entering gradually, 
« ſo as they are not diſcerned to be what they really are, 
according to Jude 4. 
| e Juto 
Mat. x. 7. f Mat. vi. 9. © John iv. 20, 21, 23. h Mat. v. 
1 2. Mark ii. 13. iv. 1, 23. Mat. iv. 23. Luke xix. 47. Mark 
It. 1, 2. Adds v. 42. Xxviii. 30, 31. | 
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&« Juto Houſes.) - Houſes ſignify not Dwellings only, but 


« Families alſo, and is commonly uſed in that Senſe, as Cor- 
te xelius feared God with all his Houſe, that is, his Family, 
& Acts x. 2. xi. 14.“ See allo, Afs xvi. 34. 1 Cor. xvi. 15. 
1 Tim. ili. 12. | 
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« St. Paul ſpeaks of ſome unruly and vain Talkers, who 
ſubvert whole Houſes, teaching Things that they 
ought not for filthy Lucre's ſake ©: That is, as I under- 
ſtand it, they, by their unruly and vain Talk, did ſub- 
vert whole Houſholds or Families, for filthy Gain. 
And of this Sort of Men, as I conceive, St. Paul ſpeaks in 
this Place under Conſideration. 

So then, creeping into Houſes doth not ſignify preach- 
ing in Dwelling-houſes, as fimple People are made to 
— . But the Meaning muſt rather be this, that 
ſome very corrupt Men, that are Lovers of their own 
ſelves, but neither love God nor their Neighbour, will 
nevertheleſs make a Shew of Religion in a ceremonious 
or formal Way, whilſt they deny the Power of Godli- 
neſs; and ſuch evil Men, by humouring ſome filly 
Women, and flattering them in their Sins and Follies, 
will creep into Families, ſuch Families no doubt, that 
have Riches to ſupply them, and Power to protect 
them. Do but let ſuch Women have their Luſts and 
Longings, their Wiſhes and Defires, and then you win 


and captivate their Hearts; ſuch Teachers ſhall be 


( 
. 


their Teachers; they will ever be learning of them, 
though by that Way they are never like to come to the 
Knowledge of the Truth, though they hear them all 
the Days of their Lives. Now we may conſider, that 
filly Women love to be fine, and to be counted Fair, 
and Wiſe, and Good, and Honourable : Flattering Ti- 
tles, fantaſtick Courtſhip, and trifling Compliments, 
pleaſe them well ; Muſick and Merriments win their 
Hearts. Thele are divers Luyſts, by which filly Women are 
led captive, by ſuch cringing, creeping, fawning, flat- 
tering Teachers, and by this Way they creep into Hou- 
ſes or Families. For having won the Women, the Wo- 


men win their Husbands, and the Lords their Tenants, 


as Biſhop Taylor obſerves, and the World's their own. 
„Thus much for Creeping into Houſes, which you 
may eafily perceive, is not fitly apply'd to any that 
meet in private Houſes to worſhip God (as we ſome- 
ef ; D « times 


Tit. i. IO, Is 


a 


26 Plain Reaſons for a Separation 


times do for want of better Conveniencies) ſo that wha] * 
tc have ſaid concerning our being a True Church, and having 
%a True and Regular Goſpel Miniſtry, js not at all weikeded ; 
*« by that Objection 4. 7 

I ſhall therefore now proceed to the ſecond Part of . 
Taſk, namely, to ſhew the Reaſonableneſs of our Sepa-. 
ration. 4 | 


Secondly, That it is lawful in ſome Caſes, for ſuch as 
truly fear God, to ſeparate from ſome Bodies or Societies 
of Men, which may call themſelves Chriſtians, yea, and 
the only Church of Chriſt, can't reaſonably be deny'd by 
your ſelves, becauſe you have actually done this in ſepa- 
rating from the Church of Rome, who boaſteth of her 5 F 
ing ſuch a Church of Chriſt as cannot err, but neither you 
nor we dare believe them. | 

Biſhop Jewel ſaith, „As touching that we have now 
« done, to depart from that Church, whoſe Errors were 
« proved, and made manifeſt to the World, which Church 
« alſo had already evidently departed from God's Word: 
« And.yet not to depart ſo much from it ſelf, as from the 
% Errors thereof, and not to do this diſorderly or wick ed- 
& ly, but quietly and ſoberly, we have done nothing 
« herein againſt the Doctrine, either of Chriſt, or of his 
« Apoſtles e. ; 

“ For if they ſay, It is in no wiſe lawful for one to leave 
the Fellowſhip wherein he hath been brought up, they 
uy — as well in our Names, and upon our Heads, like. 
« wife condemn the Prophets, the Apoſtles, and Chriſt: 
„ himſelf, For why complain they not of this, that L 
* went quite his Way out of Sodom, Abraham out of Calder, | 
* the Jraelites out of Egypt, Chriſt from the Jews, and Pau 
« from the Phariſees? For except it be poſſible there ma) 
« be a lawful Cauſe of Departing, we ſee no reaſon why. 
& Lot, Abraham, the Iſraelites, Chrift and Paul, may not be 
« accuſed of Sets and Seditions as well as others f.“ NO 
to apply this to our Caſe. | 

We do not think the Practices of the preſent Church of 
England to be ſo agreeable to the Practice of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles as it ought to be, but that in many Inſtances 
they are departed from God's Word, and therefore we al: 
ſo have departed, not ſo much from the Church it 25 as l 
ä 3 rom 
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1 from the Errors thereof; neither have we done this diſor- 
\s derly, or wickedly, bur quietly.190q ſoberly, and are 
therefore juſtified by your ſelves, That herein we bave done 
nothing againſt the Doftrine, either of Chriſt or bis Apoſtles. 
„ The Baptiſt Churches are only and wholly for joining 
a with primitive Chriſtianity, and therefore find themſelves 
Ander a Neceſſity to maintain a friendly Separation from 
3 the preſent Church of England, for the following Reaſons. 
1ſt. Becauſe the Gathering and Conſtitution of that Church 
does not appear to be agreeable to the apoſtolical Pra- 
> Ctice, as we have ſhewn the Baptiſt Churches are, * The 
Church of England is 4 National Church, and divided into 
7 © Provincial, Dioceſan, and Parochial, which ſort of Church- 
be. © es we find nothing of in the Bible. Neither can we 
„ perceive that our Saviour intended his Goſpel Church 
: tt ſhould be nationals: At leaſt that it would not even- 
2 tually be ſo, evidently appears, 
Z (1.) In that the Diſciples and Followers of Jeſus are a 
+ peculiar and ſeparate People, choſen out of the World, and redeem- 
ed from among Men”. The Goſpel rarely takes whole Fa- 
milies, much leſs whole Nations. For, | 
} (z.)* Weare taught that Chriſt's Doctrine ſhould meet 
+ © with great Oppoſition in the World, and occafion great 
„ © Diviſions in Nations and Families; yea, even amongſt 
2 © the-neareſt natural Relations, ſo that in the ſame Fami- 
vel © uy there ſhall be two againſt three, and three againſt 
two, and a Chriſtian Man's Foes ſhall be they of his 
e. © own Houſe, which would not be if whole Families, 
in © Countries and Kingdoms were join'd together in one 
% Faith, and incorporated together in one Church, Matt. 


ee, EX. 34, 35 36, 57. xxiv. 9,14. Luke xii. 49, 51, 52, 53. 
of cc h 2 . d Ti | E. Acts * © xix. 
off * n xv. 19, 20. and xvii. 14, 1 ii. 40, 47. 
cc 1 
a) 18 


hy. (.) Chriſt plainly tell us, That his Kingdom is not of this 
be Horld, and therefore his Servants are not to fight; nei- 
ther may they expect to reign in Peace (as might have 
been if Chriſt's Church had been National) but rather to 
of} be hated, perſecuted, and put to Death, till he, the King 
ad of Saints himſelf comes k. | | 

-es (4.) We conceive the Foundation of this Building, 
al | D 3 name- 


all © Hooke's Apol. p. 99, 100. h Tit. ii. 14. 2 Cor, vi. 17. John 
ml xv. 19. 1 Pet. i. 18. Rev. xiv. 4. * Hooke's Apol. p. 100. * John 
{XVI 36. xvi. 2, 3. Luke xxii. 29, 30. Rom. viii. 17. 1 Pet. v. 4. 
Mat. xxiv. 9. | 
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namely, the bringing in of natural Infants to be Members 4 


of Chriit's Church, who are not capable of the eu Birth, 


or to be begotten by the immortal Seed of God's Word, is 


not conſiſtent with the excellent State of the Goſpel 
Church, but is contrary to theſe Scriptures, Mat. iii. 8, 
9, 10. 2 Cor, v. 16, 17. Gal. iii. 26, 27, 28, 29. | 
And your Church does not only admit Infants to Mem- 
2 by what you call Baptiſm, but 'tis alſo attended 
with ſuch Circumſtances, that we cannot conform to it 
without acting contrary to our Conſciences. For, 

1. When your Miniſter ſays, I baptize thee, when he on- 
ly ſprinkles or pours a little Water in the Face, however 


he may fatisfy his own Conſcience, he cannot ſatisfy ours , 
that he ſpeaks true, and we dare not prevaricate in ſo ſo- 


lemn an Undertaking, when a Thing is ſaid to be done, 
which is not done, and that too in the Name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, which if it were done, 


is yet none of God's Appointment when applied to In- 
fants, and ſo cannot truly on that Account neither be ſaid 


to be done in his Name. But we ſhall have Occaſion to 
ſpeak more of theſe Things anon. 2. We cannot believe 
what your Church ſays, That by this Baptiſm, Children 
are made Members of Chriſt, Children of God, and Inheritors of 
the Kingdom of Heaven: Or that they are regenerate, and born 
of the Spirit. 3. We look upon your Sponſors, or God-fa- 


thers and God-mothers, to be a meer human Invention, 
ſerving the Wills and Fancies of Men, and which hath on- 


Iy a Shew of Wiſdom in M ill. worſbip!, but is really hurtful, 
as it is taken (purpoſely to bring Infants into the Church) 
inſtead of Repentance and Faith which you acknowledge 
is required of Perſons to be baptized. 4. You -tell us 
thefe God-fathers and God-mothers do promiſe and vow 


three Things in the Child's Name. (f.). That the Infant 
ſhall renounce the Devil and all his Works, the Pomps and Vani- 
ties of this wicked World,” and all the ſinful Luſts of the Fleſh. 
(2.) Believe all the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, And, (3.) Keep © 


God's boly Will and Commandments, and walk in the ſame all the 
Days of his Life. Which, befides that many who pretend 
ſo to promile and vow, are altogether regardleſs of any 


ſuch Thing, both reſpecting themſelves and the Infant 
they promiſe for, which they take no further Care of; ſo 


no Man is able to promiſe and perform theſe Things of 
himſelf without the Grace of God, which there is no Pro- 
| 4 1 mils 
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4 miſe of out of God's Way. 5. To add no more, We look 
upon your making the Sign of the Croſs on the Child's 


2 Forehead, in Token, as you ſay, that the Child hall nor 


* hereafter be aſhamed to confeſs the Faith of Chriſt crucificd, to be 
Jalſo a meer human and popiſh Invention. 

Now, though we admit not Infants to viſible Church 
+ Memberſhip, becauſe we find no Rule for it, yet we do 
not exclude them from Salvation: If they die whilſt 
fſuch, we are perſwaded they will be Members of the in- 
e viſible or catholick Church, that is, that they will be 
found amongſt the Number of the ſaved; for we believe 
it is not the Will of our Father which is in Heaven, that 
one of theſe little Ones ſhall periſh ®. We do not think 


(they are in a worſe Condition than the Hebrew Infants 


were with their Church Memberſhip; for our Saviour 
„ ſaith, Of ſuch is the Kingdom of Heaven”. Though they die 
„ unbaptized, yet they do not die unbleſſed “. 


W ee are not then ſtartled at the Quicung; negat parvulos, &c. 
of the fifth Council of Carthage, at St. Auſtin's prefiding 


there, nor at Mr. Owen's ſo readily falling in with 
their Doctrine (as being agreeable to what he calls a fa- 
mous Declaration of your Church) viz. That Infants are de- 
livered from Perdition, and obtain eternal Salvation by Chri- 
ſtian Baptiſm?: The Words of our Saviour, That of 
4 ſuch i the Kingdom of Heaven, being not ſpoken of Baptiſm, 
but of Infants in general, though they were not baptized, 

Weight, and a ſufficient Ba- 


But to conclude this firſt Reaſon, „Since we cannot 

© find, or any ways underſtand, that the Goſpel Church 
either was National in Chriſt's or the Apoſtles Days, or 
* was to be National afterward, or can be National, by any 
Light we can receive from the Word of God; therefore 
2 «& according to the beſt of our Underſtandings, the Church 
of England is not the true Church of Chriſt. There- 


F 
4 


fore we find our ſelves concerned in Duty to God, to 


: « depart from her Communion, and walk with ſuch a 
Church as is undoubtedly found in, and founded upon 
the Word of God a. | 


2dly. © Another Cauſe of our friendly Separation from 


; * the Church of England is, we cannot be aſſured by any 
Means, that ſhe hath true Baptiſm, and where this js 


ee want- 


m Mat. xvii. 14. * Mat, xix. 14. Hooke's Apcl. p. 105. P Owen's 
Lawfulneſs of Inſant Baptiſm, p. 63. 4 Hooke's Apel. p. 105. 
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wanting [according to your own Principles} there can 1 


« be no true Church. We cannot underitand that ſhe is © 


< right, either with reſpect to the Subject or Manner of 
« Adminiſtration ; that is, either that Infants ſhould be 
« baptized, or that Sprinkling is Baptizing. We do not 
* find it ſo in the Scriptures, neither do our Friends of 
* that Church prove it to us by their Arguments. At 
% leaſt we do not apprehend that they prove it, and that's 
* the ſame Thing to us as if they offered no Proof at all. 
Either there is no Strength in their Arguments, or 
* much Weakneſs in our Underſtandings, and which ſo- 
„ ever of theſe it is, it comes to the {gme Concluſion :. 
We do not underſtand it. And until we can underſtand.” 
* that they have true Baptiſm, we cannot account thema 
* true Church. It's like they think the Fault is in out: 
% Underſtandings, and if ſo, it is our Unhappincſs, but 
we cannot help it. If their Intellectuals be ſtrong and 
„ ours weak, they muſt bear with us, ſo far as I know, 
* till we come to their pitch. But we think verily the 
„ Weakneſs is in their Arguments, that they do not prove 


*« what they bring them for, and may be anſwered. And ©: 


& the Truth is, we are very confident, that all that ever 
* hath been urged againſt us, in this Caſe hitherto, hath'?, 


* been ſufficiently anſwered already r. 


Now * for as much as the Church of England profeſſeth 
© to baptize Infants, which we find no Directions for in 
the holy Scriptures, therefore we believe, that her 
« Baptiſm is not true Baptiſm, but rather a traditional 
„ One, which ſhe received from Rome, and did continue 
« at her Reformation from Popery, verily thinking (as! 
« ſuppoſe) that it had been right, when upon a more di. 
„ ligent Search, it cannot be found in the Word of God, 
no, nor in any Writings of Antiquity for about two Hun- 
dred and fifty Years after Chriſt, as the late Learned Dr. Gal“ 
has abundantly ſhewn in his Reflections on Mr. Wall's Hiſtory © 
of Infant Baptiſm ; which is confeſs'd alſo, in a great Meaſure, ' 
by Dr. Taylor, Dr, Barlow, and others of your Church; 
nay, your Church ſeems to confeſs, that it has no Foun:- 
dation in Scripture, in the very Performance of that Ser- 
vice, when in the Exhortation upon the Goſpel of Mar. 
x. 13. the Miniſter faith, Nothing doubting, but that he fa. 
wourably alloweth thus charitable Work of ours. Where 'tis to be 
noted they do not pretend to find any Precept or 4 

ent 


4 Hooke's Apol. p. 105, 106, * bid. p. 110. 
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ent for it in Scripture; but only from our Lord's Carri- 
of ge towards thoſe Infants, they would gather ſo much as 
not to doubt of his favourable Allowance (not as doing what 
He had required, but) as being a charitable Work of their 


wi, | 
Notwithſtanding, we find your Miniſters making many 
bjections, and endeavouring to draw divers Arguments 


11, from the Scripture for that Practice. 

or Some ſay, that Infants are part of the Nations which Chriſt 
* commanded ſhould be baptized 3 and that ths Practice is no where 
n: Forbid. To which I anſwer, 


That the Commiſſion expreſly requires all thoſe who 


f are commanded to be baptized, to be firſt taught. Teach- 
1 a . . e bt . ; 
ur ing is ſo cloſely Join'd to the Subject all Nations, that there 


ut is no ſeparating of it, without a Manifeſt Breach of this Or- 
nd der. Tis not then the being part of the Nations who are 
to be taught, but actual Teaching, and believing the Goſ- 
*pel, which gives a Right to Baptiſm, according to our 
Lord's Command: Which St. Mark exprefſeth thus; 
33 Preach the Goſpel to every Creature, He that believeth, and is baps 
p f tized, &c*f, And this ſhuts out another Pretence, wit, 
That Diſcipling may be taken excluſive of actual Teach« 
ing; for this . ſhews, that the only Way of Diſci- 
pling or Teaching, which our Lord intended, was to be 
. done by Preaching the Goſpel. 
As to its not being forbid, This is ſo very trifling, 
c that I ſhould not have mention'd it, were it not {o' 
commonly us'd by the Pædobaptiſts. If from hence 
„ they would only infer, that it is not unlawful to dip 
1: „and bath their Children in Water for their Health, or 
upon any civil Account, this will not be denied: But if 
they mcan that they are not forbid in a religious Man- 
2 © ner, to baptize their Children in the Name, meaning in- 
2 « to the Faith, of the Father, and of the Son, &c. when they 
* have no Faith; or by the Authority of the Father, and the 
„ Fon, &c. who have given no ſuch Authority; it is not 
true that they are not forbid, for all Falſhood is forbid. 
2 «& Beſides, they may upon the very ſame Foundation bap- 
1 2 « tize their Cattle too, and all their Veſſels and Utenfils, 
d which now will, doubtleſs, be counted a Profanation of 


F 


e © the Ordinance, notwithſtanding we are not expreſly for- 
e © bid to do it; and as Baptiſm receives all its Value and 
it © Efficacy only from the Authority and Command of the 


6 In- 
Mark xvi. 15, 16, 
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« Inſtitutor; not every Thing which he has not pro. 
«* hibited, but that only which he has expreſly command. 
& ed, can be our Duty to perform, of any Advantage to us, 
« and becoming us to do.“ There was not then, as Mr.“ 
Owen ſuppoſes d, any Neceſſity our Lord ſhould tell his“ 
Diſciples they ſhould not baptize Infants, in caſe they 
were not to be baptized; but it would have been of abſo- 
lute Neceſſity in caſe it had been his Will that they ſhould? 
be 1 that he ſhould ſomewhere or other tell 
them ſo | 7 
But the principal Argument with which we are uſually 
encountered, is drawn from Circumciſion. For a: God ba 
promiſed to be a God unto Believers and their Seed, it is ſuppoſed 3 
they are to be recerved into the Church by Baptiſm ; as they were 
formerly by Circumciſron, Baptiſm. coming in the room and ſtead of 
1 But the Anſwer to this is eaſy. 4 
God did command the Jews to circumciſe their Chil-“ 
dren, and therefore, on that Account only they were cir- 
cumciſed ; and if he had, as if he had pleas'd he might 
have commanded them to be baptized under the Goſpel 
Diſpenſation, then we ſhould as readily have done it as 
the Jews circumciſed them; but our Saviour not having | 
commanded this, we have no Authority for doing of it, and | 
dare not do it without. To ſay, that becauſe Children 
were admitted into Covenant formerly by Circumcifion, 
therefore they have a Right to be at preſent put into Co- | 
venant with God by Baptiſm, is at leaſt ſaid very arbitra- 
rily, and without any Foundation. And if Baptiſm had 
roperly come in the Room of Circumciſion, it ſhould 
ch been adminiſtred only to the Males, and that preciſe- 
ly on the eighth Day, for that was the Law in that caſe x. 
And then ſuch as had been circumciſed, need not have 
been baptized alſo, as we find the converted Jews þ 
were !. | | 
The Command for Circumciſion, as Mr. Owen obſerves, a 
wery Peremptory *; but it was not given in the Form he 
mentions, viz. Of Initiating their little Children, (which looſe 
way of expreſſing it gives room for many groundleſs Fan- 
cies) but it was confin'd to the Males, and to that only A 
of Circumciſion ; and ſo can be no Commiſſion or Warrant 
for a Practice ſo differing from it as that of Infant Bap- 
tiſm is. | 
. But 


V Gale's Serm. Vol. II. p. 177. Owen, p. 190, * Gents xvii. 
10, 12. J Acts it. 41. 2 Owen, p. 62, | 
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- But I ſhall now take a little more particular Notice 
of Mr. Owen's Arguments for the Lawfulneſs of Infant Bap- 
tiſm. His main Argument is grounded on the Covenant 
which God made with Abraham; and here he offers to 
rove, | 
a 1. That the Covenant which God made with Abrabam 
% and his Seed, was, in Subſtance, the very ſame evangelical 
« Covenant which we Chriſtians enjoy at preſent ; with this 
% only Difference, that it is now more largely explain'd *. 
To which it is ſufficient to note, That the Apoſtle's-Di- 


ſtinction of the two Covenants b no ways fits Mr. Owen's 


Scheme, having a plain View to the Difference between 
the Jewiſh and Chriſtian Diſpenſation : For the Prophet's 


4 Words are, Behold the Days come, ſaith the Lord, that I will 
maße a new Covenant with the Houſe of Iſrael, and with the Houſe 


Judah ©; which implies, that it was not then in being. 


And the Apoſtle in applying it, refers to the Jui 


Oeconomy as the old Covenant, which was ready to vaniſh 
away. But were Mr. Owen's Manner of diſtinguiſhing the 
Covenants fully granted, and that the Covenant made 
with Abraham was indeed the ſame which we Chriſtians 
are now under, yet is it nothing to his Purpoſe ; becauſe 
as himſelf tells us, The new Covenant had its Commentement 


ſoon after the Fall, and did not begin with Abraham, as, of 


when the Ceremony of Circumcifion was inſtituted; 


Therefore as the Covenant of Grace commenc'd from the 
firſt Promiſe which was made to Adam after the Fall, it 


had no Sign, Seal, or outward Ceremony accompanying 


it as ſuch, The Seed of Noah, Enoch, &e. had no ſuch 


Application made to them, neither had the Females after 
the Inſtitution of Circumciſion; whence 'tis juſtly to be 
, Þ iaferr'd, That foſitive Inſtitutions belong to no Perſons at all but 
. 3 thoſe only for whom they are inſtituted and defign'd ; and that 


'tis the expreſs Word and Command of God, and not what 
we may imagine reſults from the Nature of the Covenant, 
that can warrant our Practice in Things of that Nature. 

2. Mr. Owen offers to prove, „That this Covenant con- 


2 * tinued in Being, and full Force, throughout the Moſai- 
© cal Qeconomy down to our Saviour's Time, as a di- 


« ſtinct Covenant from the Legal, Qc. ; 
It may ſeem from theſe Words, The Law was added e, 
and, Bebo/d, I Paul ſay unto you, that if ye be circumciſed, Chriſt 
| E | ſhall 
Owen, p. 11, 12. b Heb. viii, © Jer, xxxi. 31. 4 Owen, . 133 
* Gal. iii. 19. 
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Hall profit you nothing: And, he « a Debtor to do the whole Law f, 


which St. Paul delivers as his own Opinion, and not as 
Mr. Owen imagines b, as arguing pon the Principles of the Ju- 
daixing Chriſtians only ; 1 ſay, it may ſeem from hence, that 
theſe two Covenants in the ui Diſpenſation did coaleſce 
and unite in one; but I ſhall not infiſt upon this, for whe- 
ther this be ſo or no, it ſeems to me to be of no Weight 
in this Caſe, becauſe the Right to Circumcifion, as the 
initiating Ceremony (as our Author will have it) did not 
reſult from the Nature of the Covenant (as is above ob- 
ſerved) but depended wholly on the Will and Pleaſure of 
God. Therefore, 

Where our Author to eſtabliſh his third Point, which 
is, That Circumciſion was the proper Seal, and initiato- 
« ry Ordinance to the Patriarchal, or Goſpel Covenant, 
„ Oc. faith, When the Sacrament of Circumcifion was 
« firſt inſtituted, there was no Covenant of the Church of 
« God in being, beſide the Evangelical; no Moſaical Law 
„ on foot for four Hundred and thirty Years after; and 
« that at the Giving of the Law on Mount Sinai, the Jeus 
« were not circumciſed, - nor initiated by that Ordinance 
« into its Profeſſion and Obedience. That that Ordi- 
« nance always accompanied thoſe who were Abraham's 
« ſpiritual Seed by Calling and Profeſſion.” ; it may be 
anſwered, 

1. That 'tis hence evident, Circumciſion did not, as to 
Time, run parallel with the Covenant of Grace, for our 
Author owns that was in Being before, yea, that it had its 
Commencement ſoon after the Fall. Therefore, as Cir- 
cumciſion did not begin with the Covenant of Grace, and 


| Hath actually ceaſed according to God's good Pleaſure, un- 


der the Goſpel Diſpenſation, it muſt (I think) be very 
Arbitrary, to call it, as ſome do, a Goſpel Ordinance, or 
initiatory Seal, which as ſuch was always to continue, at 


leaſt in its Equivalent (Baptiſm) during the Time of the 


Chriſtian Oeconomy. 


2. Though the Moſaical Law was not in Being when 
Circumcifion was firſt inſtituted, and that at the Giving of 
the Law they were not initiated by that Ordinance into its 
Obedience, yet fince, as Mr. Owen himſelf owns, It became 
annex d to the legal Covenant, as a particular Precept un; and 
we are taught in the New Teſtament, that Circumciſion 
was performed on the Sabbath Day, that the Law of Moſes 


ſhould 
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ſpould not be broken i, That it was a Yoke of Bondage, and 
1s oppos'd to Goſpel Liberty, Faith, and a new Creature * : 
Therefore we conclude (whether primarily or {ſecondarily 
it became of Uſe in the Law, it matters not, 'tis ſuſkcient 
that) it belong'd more to the Law than the Goſpel. 
3+ It can in no wile be granted, that Circumciſion al- 
ways accompanied Abraham's ſpiritual Seed, or that - 
mael, Eſau, and Keturab' Sons, were by Right and Title within 
the Limits of the Covenant which God promis'd to eſtabliſh 
with Abraham and his Seed, whe» they were circumciſed ; 
for this is plainly denied to Iſbmael, and to all others ex- 
cept Iſaac, in whom his Seed ſhould be called, Gen. xvii. 
18, 19, 21. Yet it will not follow from hence, that thoſe 
who did not belong to this Covenant, as not being of 1/aac, 
whether ſigned with Circumciſion, as Ihmael, Eſau, Ketu- 
rah's Sons, Abraham's Houſhold Servants or Strangers 
bought with Money, were, or not ſo ſigned, as all the Fe- 
male Seed of Abraham, Lot and his Seed, the Moabites and 
Ammonites, which had not the Covenant of Circumcifion 
iven to them, muſt therefore be reckon'd as reprobated ; 
lection or the Favour of God being not confin'd to that 
Covenant, as the ſame was figned by Circumcifion. 
Our Author himſelf tells us, That Female Infants were 
received into the Church and Covenant by a pure Alt of Grace with- 


out the Seal': Arid juſt ſo we reckon Infants in general, 


dying in Infancy, ſhall be received into Heaven. But 
which Way were the Females received into the Church, 
when it is ſo ſtrenuouſly pleaded, that this Reception was 
by Circumciſion, the initiating Ordinance, and thereupon 
they found Infant Baptiſm, when as Females were nor 
circumciſed? Mr. Owen tells us, In the Males, they might be 
reckoned as circumciſed, while that Act was imputed to them m. 
But if this would do, then may the Baptiſm of Parents be 
imputed to their Children, as well as it is ſuppoſed their 
Faith is, and ſo there is no need of their Baptiſm, no 
more than there was of Female Circumciſion. 

4. What Text of Scripture can our Author produce that 
ſaith, Circumcifion did alwavs accompany thoſe who were 
Abraham's ſpiritual Seed by Calling and Profeſſion? Or, 
how can natural Infants be called a ſpiritual Seed? Our 
Saviour plainly tells us, That which is born of the Fleſh is Fleſh, 
&c. Jobn iii. 6. But were it granted that Infants were a 

; x E. 7 ſpiri- 

i John vii. 23. “ Adds xy. 10. Gal. v. 16. ii. 3, 4, 5. vi. 15. 

| Owen, p. 56. m id. 
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ſpiritual Seed, it muſt follow Abraham's Female Infants 
were ſo too, and yet Circumcifion did not accompany 
them, unleſs it were by Imputation, which however does 
the Cauſe of Pædobaptiſm no Service, as before ob- 
ſerved. 

In ſhort, we ſay with the Apoſtle, Circumciſion is nothing, 
and Uncircumciſion is nothing, but the Keeping of the Command- 
ments of God u. Circumciſion is nothing of it ſelf, but as it 
is commanded of God; under that Conſideration it is 
ſomething, both with reſpect to the Subjects, and the 
Time which 'tis his Pleaſure it ſhould continue : And juſt 
ſo it is with Baptiſm, which has no real Worth when it is 
without the Word, or ſtripp'd of God's Inſtitution. 

Mr. Owen faith, „ The Covenant continuing ſtill in 
« Force, the Change of the Seal could make no Alterati- 
& on in its Terms, Nature and Contents. Chriſt had 
„good Reaſon to change the Seal, as is obvious to all 
„that will but conſider. But no Reaſon had he to change 
« the ſpiritual and everlaſting Covenant of his Father, 
« which he came not to cancel, but fulfil o. 

This ſeems not well to agree with the Practice of the 
Pædobaptiſts; for if there is no Alteration made, but only 
Circumciſion chang'd for Baptiſm, then 'tis plain, they 
are ſtrictly bound by the Nature and Contents of that Co- 
venant to baptize the Males only, and that preciſely on the 
eighth Day. But had Chriſt good Reaſon to change the 
Seal? Who knows then, but that he had as good Reaſon 
to change the Subjects of the Covenant, or viſible Church, 
from Male Infants, to Believers both of Men and Women ? 
Either let Chriſt be Lord abſolutely, or not at all. If he 
has Power to inſtitute Goſpel Ordinances, let us bear him 
in all Things, as we are required , and not be ruled by our 
own Fancies, We are not to preſcribe to him what we ima- 
gine to be reaſonable, but his Will alone (who ſpeaks from 
the Father) is a {uſkcient Reaſon for our Obedience. 

And as to the Everlaſtingneſs of the Covenant, as this 
refers to Circumciſion as a covenanting Ordinance (in which 
reſpect only ir is it ſerves their Purpoſe) it cannot be 
underſtood to extend further than Circumciſion it ſelf 
did, that is, during the Jewiſh Oeconomy. So long, and 
no longer, is the word Everlaſting in this reſpect to be 
extended, For ſo it is written, My Covenant ſhall be in your 
Fleſb for an everlaſting Covenant %, In like manner are o to 

under- 


* 1 Cor, vii. 19, © Owen, p. 47. ? Ads iii. 32, 4 Gen, xvii. 13. 4 
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underſtand theſe Words, And J will give unto thee, and to thy 
Seed after thee, the Land wherein thou art a Stranger, all the Land 
of Canaan, for an everlaſting PoſJeffon ", For this extends no 
turther, than while they ſhould remain a People in Cove- 
venant with God, diſtin from all other Nations. 

lt will not then follow, according to what our Author 
infers in his fourth Propoſition, wherein he endeavours to 
ſhew, How the Right of Infants to be admitted into the evangelical 
Church and Covenant by the _ Ordinance, reſults from the Pre- 
miſes, „ That thole Infants of profeſs'd Believers, who 


had by God's Order a long and uninterrupted Poſſeſſi- 


on of the Covenant Rights and Privileges, muſt have 
e the ſame ſlillf”; for as they themſelves do not conform 
to that Order, ſo we have now a ſpecial Leader and Com- 


© mander, even Chriſt, who is the Head of the Body, the 


Church, by whom the Father ſpeaks, and has given us a 


Charge that we hear him in all Things; and as we are now 
under a New and more excellent Diſpenſation than an 
' which did precede it; and as the Apoſtle faith, The Prieſt- 


- hood being changed, there / made of Neceſſity a Change alſo of the 


Laut, which muſt be allow'd to be true in ſome Reſpects 


© however, concerning what is call'd the initiating Ordi- 
'* nance; we cannot therefore grant what our Author inſiſts 


upon, © That Infants have, by God's Law and Appoint- 


% ment, the ſame original Right to the covenanting Seal, 


that the Seed of Abrabam ever had; and ſo ought to be 


e ſolemnly initiated into the Covenant of Grace by Chri- 


&« ftian Baptiſm, which (ſays he) ſucceeds Circumciſion 


for that Purpoſe.” For fince the Mediator of the new 


and better Covenant has given us no ſuch Intimation in his 


Order for Baptiſm, and that the Practice of the Apoſtles 


in Compliance with his Will, was only to baptize Be- 
lievers, Men and Women, we dare not comply with a Pra- 
| Qice ſo contrary to this, on the meer arbitrary Wills and 


Pleaſures of Men. | 
Nor can I conceive how this Practice can be made to 


f conſiſt with what Mr. Owen himſelf writes of Baptiſm, ir. 
„That in it we put on Chriſt, and are made the Chil- 


„ dren of God; are incorporated into his Body, the 


„Church; are ſanctiſied, cleanſed, and juſtified, by re- 
( ceiving Remiſſion of Sins, which are there waſhed 
away; are dead and buried unto Sin with Chrift, and 
e with him riſen again to Neuneſs of Life; are regenerated, 


cc or 
Gen, xvii. 8. {© Owen, p. 48. * Heb, vii. 12, 7 Owen, p. 49. 
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or born of Water and the Spiritz are baptized into the 
Faith and Worſhip of the Holy Trinity, and thereby 
„ made Chriſt's Diſciples; and finally, by Baptiſm we are 
« ſaved. All ths u certainly true, when we take the whole Ordi- 
% nance together, in the outward Sign and the inward Grace. For 
« we depend not on the Romaniſts Opus operatum, nor on 
« the bare internal Incomes of Enthuſiaſts. God muſt work hu 
% Will for our Salvation in ba own Way, and we muſt not di- 
« vide and mangle his holy Ordinances in our Accounts *. 

Now this inward ſpiritual Grace, which our Author well 
makes a Part of the Ordinance, is what we cannot find in 
Scripture to be any ways applicable to Infants ; for to be 
born of the Spirit muſt import ſome viſible Fruits; ſo alſo 
does the Riſing to a new Life; and how they are baptized 
Into the Faith, and yet have themſelves no Faith, nor are 
capable of it (for Faith cometh by hearing, Rom. x. 17.) is 
what we underſtand not; and therefore we cannot ſee 
how, or which way the Pædobaptiſts can clear themſelves 
of that which Mr. Owen would apply to others, viz. The 
dividing and mangling God's holy Ordinances. | 

We readily grant, that God's Love to Infants is not in the 
leaſt abated upon our Saviour's Coming into the World, but that be 
retains the ſame gracious Inclination to them, that be had when be 
preached the Goſpel unto Abraham *; only we do not with Mr. 
Owen, reſtrain it to the lirtle Children of ſuch Parents as are in 
a Covenant Relation with God, and ſtanding in that Relation 
are baptized ; for we conclude (as I think alſo our Anta- 
goniits in general do) that 'twas of unbaptized Infants our 
Saviour ſpake, when he ſaid, Of ſuch is the Kingdom of Hea. 
ven ?, and that he thereby teaches us the happy Conditi- 
on of Infznts in general. And this we think is a ſufficient 
Authority for our being ſo liberal in granting them Remiſfon 
of Sin and eternal Salvation“. Nor have we leſs Ground for 
our refuſing to baptize them, for though indeed that be 
an Action in our Power to give and grant *, yet it being not 
their Right and Due from God's Word, we are afraid, to do it 
without would be Will. werſbip, and ſo Vain-worſhip b. 


Here 'twould be very eaſy to turn Mr. Owen's Argu- 
ments about a poſitive Law, againſt himſelf; but that it is 


too large for this Place, where it may be thought I have 
already exceeded my Boundss But a little further, 


Mr. Owen tells us, „If the Infants of Chriſtian Parents 
| « be f 
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« be not within the: Covenant of Grace, they are ſtill un- 
« der the Covenant of Works; and if they be not grafted 
« . new into the ſecond. Adam, who faves all that will be 
« ſaved, they abide in the Stock of the firſt Adam, who 
« deftroy'd them all by Sin, and as it were, tainted their 
« Blood by Treaſon and Rebellion againſt God's Majeſty. 
« Shall we then, while they remain in that State and Co- 


. venant, hope for their Salvation, which is only to be 


©« had on God's Terms, and not on our own®©,” This he 
ſpeaks to perſwade us, that by Baptiſm the Effects of Ori- 
ginal Sin are taken off, that thereby they are freed from 
eternal Puniſhment, and ſo ſhall be ſaved: Yet preſently 
after he turns the Scales, and ſaith, „But if within the 


„Covenant of Grace they be, as undoubtedly they are, 
d if they be in a State of Salvation, then let them not be 
denied God's Seal to confirm and inſure his gracious 
„ Promiſes.” Again, If to the Inheritance of eternal 
Life they have a Right by their Saviour's Death, deny 
> © them not the external Evidence and Security ©.” And 
again, But in this Infants have a manifeſt Advantage, 
s becauſe they are guilty of no freſh, or perſonal Offences 

Y 2 againſt God 
2? © unchangeable God never alters his gracious Meaſures to- 
„ wards his People, ſo as to expreſs Severity where he 
e uſed to ſhew Kindneſs. If therefore, for their Fa- 
1 thers ſake, and for the ſake of his own Gifts and Cal- 
ling, he intended to re-induce thoſe undeſerving Fews 
referring to Rom. xi. 26, 28, 29.] into the Church; much 


And without Provocation giver, the 


« more, for the ſame Reaſons, would he retain Infants 
„within the Church, that never offended him, fince by 
« Grace he firſt brought them in f. 

Theſe contradictory Reaſonings make a very uncertain 
Sound, and ſerve chiefly to ſhew, that our Author is re- 


ſolv'd to have his Conclufion, let the Premiſes be what 
they will; for one while 'tis pleaded, Infants are to be 
| 2 baptized becauſe they are Children of Wrath ; and by and by 
tis pleaded, on the Account that they are Citizens of Zion, 
and neu Jeruſalem, that is, Heirs of the Kingdom of Hea- 


ven. But if our Author ſhould fay (which I think he can 
' 2 hardly do) that this latter Sort of Reaſoning, is only ad 


= Hominem, _ our Principles, and not at all founded upon 
his own; t 
of his Brethren, who from the Innocency of Babes, and 


en I ſay, this is contrary to the Faith of many 


; our 
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our Lord's ſaying, Of ſuch is the Kingdom of Heaven, plead, 
that ſeeing they have Right to the greater Bleſſing, they 
ought not to be deny'd the leſs. I ſhall only obſerve 
here, that 'tis a Symptom of a very bad Cauſe, That the 
Aſſertors of the Practice of Pædobaptiſm can no better 
agree in their founding of it. The Papiſts ground it on 
Tradition; and ſome Proteſtants ſeem to like well of that 
Way alſo, becauſe they can't find it plainly delivered in 
Scripture. Some ground their Authority for it on a pre- 
tended Jeuiſb Practice of initiating Proſelytes by Baptiſm, 
for which they depend on the Teſtimony of ſome Jewi/» 
rover and their Authority is made the true Baſis of Infant 
Baptiſm 8. 

Others again are not ſatisfied with this, but think they 
muſt find it contain'd ſomewhere in the Proteſtants only 
Rule of Faith, the Scriptures. But here they are at a won- 
derful Loſs ; and ſome will have it that Infants have Faith 


either real or imputative, and ſo are to be baptized. | 


Others ſay they are baptiz'd, becauſe they promiſe Faith 
and Repentance by their Sureties, and ſo found one hu- 


man Device upon another, But moſt who undertake to 
argue this Caſe amongſt us of late, found their Argument 
upon Gen. xvii. concerning the Abrabamical Covenant and 
Circumciſion ; but their Methods are very various, every '* ; 


one almoſt miſliking what others had drawn up before 


them, and ſo imagining to lay their Schemes on a more 
firm Baſe. And this we are particularly to note of Mr. Owen, 


who faith, © If in this Opinion | am ſingular, I muſt fill 
„ continue of this Mind, till I ſee it prov'd erroneous. 
„Then I promiſe readily to retract, and ſubmit to the 
„better Judgment of the Learned; who, as far as my 
« Knowledge reaches, have hitherto, with little or no Ex- 
« ception, gone againſt me in a Body, and caſt their Schemes 
c in another Model h.“ Other Places may be ſeen where 
he owns himſelf not well ſatisfied with the Management of ſome 
Pedobaptiſts that had handled that Matteri. Such material 
Differences in the very Ground-work, may ſerve to. con- 
firm us, that the Point they ſo earneſtly contend for, in 
their peculiar Methods, as every one likes beſt, is built 


on no ſolid Foundation. However, I ſhall take Notice ® 


of an Argument or two more of Mr. Ouen's, and ſo con- 
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He begins his new Teſtament Proofs with original Sin, 
and argues in this Manner, 
That 'tis neceſſary for Infants to be baptized, that they 
may be purified from the Filth of original Sin, and freed from 
its Servitude, in order to recover the Favour of God, and that 
9 might be received into Heaven k, To which I an- 

wer, | 

I. That to * little Children liable to, and in 
Danger of eternal Puniſtiment, for the ſake of original Sin, 
and that they remain ſo, till Baptiſm be apply'd to them, 
to waſh them and ſave them from its Guilt and Filth, is 
not only groundleſs (no ſuch Uſe of Baptiſm being ſpo- 
ken of in Scripture) but 'tis alſo a Reflection upon the 
Undertaking of Chriſt for them, as if his Death and 
Blood ſhed were not ſufficient to purge from original Sin 
without the Addition of Water; and alſo it reflects on the 
Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and Faithfulneſs of God, who ac- 
cording to this is ſuppoſed to have lefr, and ventur'd the 
State of Infants in regard of their eternal Happineſs or 
Miſery, in the Hands of frail, and too often careleſs and 
irreligious Parents: And ſo they are expos'd a ſecond 
Time to the Danger of everlaſting Damnation, as well by 
the Careleſneſs or Wickedneſs of their immediate Parents, 
as by that Sin of our firſt Parents; neither of which was in 
their Power to help. 

2. The Weaknefs of this Pretence, of Baptiſm's taking 


off the Effects of original Sin, may appear from the con- 
ſtant Prevailing of thoſe Effects, as well in baptized as 


unbaptized Perſons: For if ſtrong Inclinations to Sin, 
Pain, Sickneſs, and Death, be the Effects of original 
Sin, 'tis evident, that whether Infants are baptized, or 
unbaptized, they are equally liable to thoſe Evils. And 
as to their being cleans d and ſanctified by the Spirit and 
Water as join'd together, ſo as that thereby they are ren- 


der'd pure and holy in the Sight of God, as it reſpects 
the Adult and qualified Subjects of Baptiſm, it is granted; 
but as it reſpects Infants, we conceive 'tis only Imagination, 
= and that it ought firſt to be prov'd, that our Lord and 


* 


Mafter has requir'd ſuch Service, before we can draw any 


® Conclufion about ſuch bleſſed Effects. 


3. There can be no juft Plea for Infants Baptiſm, in order 


4 to their Salvation, or to free them from the condemning Ef. 
fects of their Forefathers Sin; becauſe it is the poſitive | 


Decla- 
Owen, p. 111, 112, Er. | 
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Declaration of the Lord by the Prophet, that the Son foal! 


not bear the Iniquity of the Father, but the Soul that ſinneth ſpall 
diel. And St. Pau! ſaith, As by the Offence of One, the Judg. 
ment came upon all Nien to Condemnation : Even ſo by the Righte. 
ouſneſs of One, the free Gift came upon all Men to Juſtification of 
Life®, So that though it be true, that all Men die for 
that one Sin of Adam, which is called Original Sin, yet 
ſhall none die eternally, or be caſt into Hell for that Sin; 
neither are the Effects, or condemning Power thereof, 
whatever it is, taken off by Baptiſm, but by the righte- 
ous Undertaking of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. For as in 
Adam all die, even ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive. 


4. Let it be remember'd, that from Adam to Abraham, Þ 
there was no Ceremony inſtituted to ſeal the Covenant of 
Grace; neither from Abrabam to Chriſt, with reſpect to Fe- 


males, though certainly they lay under the ſame Effects 


of Adam's Sin, as the Males did, or as Infants in general f 


do: Now if it was remitted to them without any ſuch Ce. 


remony, this ſhews, that poſitive Inſtitutions, or Ordinances, | 


are neceſſary for no Perſons at all (as Mr. Owen himſelf ac- 


kvowledgeth) beſide thoſe for whom they are inſtituted and de- 8 


ſigned nd 


Therefore, let the Effects of original Sin be what they | 


will, unleſs it could be prov'd that Infant Baptiſm was or- 
dained by Chriſt, it can be of no manner of Uſe or Service 
in this or any other Reſpect. For whatever is the Condi- 
tion of Man in the Fall, there can be no Recovery out of 


it but by God's Grace, which can never be apply'd but in 


his own Way, and according to his own Direction. But a 


Direction for Infants to be baptized for this or any other | 


End, we find not; and therefore to the Pædobaptiſts may 
ficly be apply'd theſe Words of our Author, Where is 
* their Scripture Warrant for their Doctrine? Will they 
* forſake God's Method, to follow their own Fancies ? 
„This is not Faith, but Preſumption ; it is not to follow 


&* God, but to lead and teach him.“ And again, © It is 
* not what they may hope and preſume, without Promiſe þ 
* or Scripture Authority, that we can ſafely rely upon, | 


& but what God has declared in his Word to be his Will, 
„ Obſerve his Rules they ought, and not venture to pre- 
* ſcribe to his Juſtice or Mercy, what they themſelves do 
* think convenient v, | 


Chriſt 


] Ezck. Xviii. 20, = Rom, V. 18. i Owen, p- 75. 0 Did. p. 11 8. | 
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Chriſt our great Prophet has not ſpoke a Syllable of it, 


and yet our Author ſaith, No Man was ſo well acquainted with 


by heavenly Father's Will; and that, withour doubt, Chriſt ex- 
preſſed by Fidelity in modelling the Chriſtian Church according to 
the evangelical Pattern 4%, Why then are they not fatisfied to 
let it remain in the ſame Form which he left it? Sure, 


they will not dare to accuſe our Lord with Unfaithfulneſs, 


though he has varied from the ſuppoſed Abrahamical Plat- 
form. Mr. Owen aſſures us, that when Chriſt gave forth 
his Commiſſion for Baptiſm, he had mor then Infants in hir 


Mind or Thoughts, but ſpoke only of adult Perſons", And ſince 
they can't make it appear, that he ever had their Baptiſm 
in his Thoughts at any other Time, nor his Apoſtles after 
him; I hope we ſhall be excuſed for refuſing to give that 
to Infants, which Chriſt and his Apoſtles were thoughtleſs 


and ſilent about. 
Another Argument Mr. Ouen makes uſe of, which 1 


would ſpeak a little to, becauſe it ſeems new to me, is 
taken from 1 Cor. x. 1, 2. from whence he argues, All 
4 theſe (i. e. the little Children) as well as the Parents, 
„ were baptized unto Moſes in the Cloud and in the Sea; 


0 and ſo became his Diſciples. Then, Ver. 11. it is ſaid, 
« 


Now a!l theſe Things happened unto them for Enſamples, and are 


„ qoritten for our Admonition, upon whom the Ends of the World 
de are come. Therefore we are bound to receive the Admo- 


« nition, and follow our Enſamples, by baptizing our Infants 


* unto Chriſt, and making them his Diſciples, as thoſe 
 « Infants by Baptiſm were made Diſciples unto Moſes f. 


What I ſhall ſay to this at preſent, is only to ſhew 


\ briefly, how evidently he has perverted the Words and 
| Senſe of the Apoſtle in that Paſſage: And firſt it js to be 
noted, that St. Paul ſpeaks not a Word about their being 
| made Diſciples unto Moſes by that Baptiſm, but only that 


they (i.e. the Fathers) were baptized unto Moſes, &c. and 


did all eat the ſame ſpiritual Meat, Ec. But, 


Tis plain to all ſuch as are willing to be rightly infortn= 


” ed, and do not catch at the bare Sound of Words, without 
: obſerving the Deſign and Intention of the Speaker, that 

the Apoſtle here does not ſpeak of Enſamples to be fol- 
” | lowed, but only of ſuch as were to be avoided. For ha- 
ving obſerved, that the us ſtood upon equal Terms, and 


enjoy'd like Privileges with the Chriftians, who yet fell 


away many of them, and periſhed, he ſaith, Ver. 6, Now 


Ts feſt 
2 Owen, p. 58, * Bid. p. 204+ * Ibid. p. 169, 170. 
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theſe Things were our Examples, to the Intent we ſbould not luſt af- 
ter evil Things, as they alſo luſted. And Ver. 11. Now all theſe 
Things happened unto them for Enſamples, and are written for 
our Admonition, i. e. to warn us that we don't fin and pe- 
riſh like them. This then was the Defign of the Apoſtle 
and the Intention of thoſe Enſamples, and the Judgments 
which happened unto them (not that they ſhould do any 
Thing in Imitation of them, but) that they might be 
warn'd to take beed leſt they ſhould fall alſo. In like man- 
ner we are to underſtand Jude 3. where Sodom and Gomorrha 
are ſet forth for an Example, not for others to imitate, 
but to deter them by their Puniſhment from followin 

ſuch finful Courſes, which procur'd them ſuch a ſigna 
and exemplary Deſtruction. 


As to the Mode, or Manner of Baptizing, we conceive 
that Dipping is eſſential to true Baptiſm ; and therefore, 
as we always adminiſter it in that Manner, ſo we cannot 
conform to your Practice of Sprinkling, which we think 
deſerves not the Name of Baptiſm, for the following 
Reaſons, 

1. All the Inſtances of Baptiſm which we have in Scrip- 
ture, appear to have been done by Dipping, or Plunging 
under Water, and there is nothing to juſtify Sprinkling, 
or Pouring a little Water on the Party baptiz'd. Thus 
Jobn baptiz d in the River of Jordan, and in Enon, near to 
Salim, becauſe there was much Water there t. 

Our Saviour was baptiz'd in Jordan; and when he was bap- 
tixed, he went up ſtraigbtuay out of the Water . So, Philip and 
the Eunuch went both down into the Water, and he baptized him. 
And when they were come up out of the Water, &c *. which very 
plainly ſhews, they did not practiſe Sprinkling, for they 
need not have gone into Rivers to ſprinkle; befides, tis 
called a Burial, Therefore we are buried with him by Baptiſm &. 
Now Dipping has a plain Reſemblance of a Burial, and ſo 


fitly holds forth the Perſon's Faith in the Death, Burial 


and Reſurrection of Chriſt, which Sprinkling doth not. 
2. The Word Baz]i{@ from Bio], fignifies Mergo, Im- 
mergo, to Dip, as the Learned do generally confeſs, and 
that of the Pædobaptiſts themſelves. 


Mr. Alexander Rowley ſaith, The native and proper Signifua- 
tion of the Word, * to Dip into, or Plunge under Water). 

N | | Dr. 

« © Mat. iii. 6. John iii. 23. Y Mat, iii. 16. * Acts viii, 38, 39. 

Rom. vi. 4. Col. ii. 12. J Scholars Companion at the Word Ba Ii. 
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Dr. Littleroy tranſlates the Word by Mergo, Tingo 3 and 
though he would have the latter Word to fignify F 
as well as dip, yet as to the former Word, Mergo, thus he 
gives it in Engliſh, To put under Water, (or any other liquid 
Thing) to ſink, dip in, duck or plunge over Head and Ears; to 
Immerſe *, | 
The proper and genuine Senſe of BezJi{, the Criticks 
conſtantly affirm (faith Dr. Gale ) is Immergo, Mergo, &c. 


and he mentions Conſtantine, Stephens, Voſſius, Caſaubon, Gro- 


tius, &c. as ſo underſtanding it. © But why do I ſpend 
Time (faith he) in tranſcribing theſe Quotations, when 
« there are ſuch large Collections already, which render 
« this Labour needleſs, Mr. Stennet has furniſh'd us 
« with ſo many Inſtances, both ancient and modern, of 
« this Nature, ſome of which are taken from the greateſt 
« Men of the Church of England now living, or lately 
« dead, that he makes the Thing evident almoſt to De- 
« monſtration ; ſo that I'm in no fear of being contradiQ- 
« ed by the Learned, who acknowledge all I plead for in 
« this Caſe®. | 

3- The Learned of your Church likewiſe tell us, that 
*twas the Practice of the primitive Chriſtians, to baptize 
by putting the whole Body under Water. 

Dr. Cave tells us, that they baptized by Immerſion (or Dip- 
ping) in Ponds and Rivers ©. 

Mr. Owen faith, Our Church commands Dipping upon Condit 
on, and conſequently prefers it to any other Mode of Adinini- 


ſtration ©. | 


And accordingly in the Order for Baptiſm in your 
Church, we find the Miniſter is to take the Child in his 
Arms, and then naming it (if they ſhall certify him thar 
the Child may well endure it) he is to dip it in Water 
diſcreetly and warily : And for this End the Fonts were 
firſt ſet up in Pariſh Churches, which ſtand as Monuments 
and Witneſſes of that ancient Practice now out of Uſe, and 
almoſt forgotten. And what is a Font, is it not Fons a 
« Fountain? And doth not that plainly ſhew, that Peo- 


ple us'd formerly to be baptized in Fountains, or Places 


« abounding with much Water? And therefore they re- 
« tain'd the Name (when they deſerted the Place) and 
« made a Veſſel which they call a Font (a Fountain) big 
« enough to dip an Infant in e. W 


Dr. Littleton's Dictionary. Reffect. Lett. IV. p. 132. bid. 
p- 135, 136. prim. Chriſtianity, p. 311, 320. Owen, p. 10. 
C Hooke's Apol, P · 115. | 
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But your Miniſters, to juſtify themſelves in the Uſe of 
Sprinkling inſtead of Dipping, which was the ancient Cu- 
ſom, tell us, that our Climate is too cold to dip in, and 
that it would endanger bodily Health, and even kill a 
Child, and ſo render them guilty of Murther, which is the 


Breach of the Sixth Commandment. To which we ſay, - 
1. We do not know that our Climate is colder now than 
it was ſome Ages 280, when, as Mr. Fox acknowledgeth f, 


the ancient Britons 


ptized by Dipping. And this Mode 


has been uſed, ſo as to dip tender Infants in Fonts (or 


Dipping. 


deny any t9 


no good Objection againſt Dipping. 


elſe ſure thoſe Veſſels were uſeleſs;) and 'tis ſometimes 
done to this Day to procure bodily Health, and therefore 
this is but a weak, as well as a late Objection againſt 


2. We underſtand the Greek and Ruſfan Churches do to 
this Day Py into the Water thoſe they baptize, and 
e rightly baptized, who is not plunged 

into the Water, according to the Precept of Chriſt : Now 
*tis well known that Rufia is much more North, and the 
Climate much colder than ourss; yea, ſo much, that 
Dr. Heylin tells us, the Air is ſo extream cold in the nor- 
thern Part of it, That Water thrown up into the Air, will turn 
to Ice before it fall to the Ground h. Conſequently this can be 


3. And more eſpecially, we dare not alter or change 
our Lord's Command, who we do not find makes any 
Difference between hot and cold Climates, but ſends his 
Miniſters with one Commiſſion to Teach and Baptize all 
Nations * : And when this Order is duly obſerved (as it is 


in the Baptiſt Churches) i. e. firſt to Teach, and then to 
Baptize only ſuch as are taught, there can be no Colour 


| 


of its Performance. 


lin's Coſmog. Lib, I. p. 455+ Mat. xxviii, 19: * Ver« 20; 


for this Objection, ſo long as Chriſt is with his People to 
1 maintain his own Cauſe in the World *. We know of no 
kl Damage done by this Way of adminiſtring Chritt's Ordi- 
4 nance, and if the Subject had not been firſt changed from 
i 2 Believer to an Infant, they would not have been con- 
ſtrain'd to change Baptiſm or Dipping, into Rantiſm or 
Sprinkling, and then to excuſe themſelves plead the 
Coldneſs of the Climate; which, by the way, is a plain 
Acknowledgment, that they themſelves who nſe Sprink- 
ling, look upon Dipping to be the right and due Manner 


| - Remark- 
f Mart. Vol. I. p. 109. 8 See Hooke's Apol. p. 112, 116. h Hey- 
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Remarkable are the Words of the late Reverend Doctor 


Whitby, a learned Author of your Church, in his Annota- 
tions on Rom. vi. 3. viz, It being ſo expreſly declared 
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of England wants two Eſſentials of Chriſtian Baptiſm, vir, 


here, and Col. ii. 12. That we are buried with Chrift in Bap- 
tiſi, by being buried under Water; and the Argument 
to oblige us to Conformity to his Death, by dying to 
Sin, being taken hence; and this Immerſion being religi- 
ouſly obſerved by all Chriſtians for Thirteen Centuries, and 
approved by our Church; and the Change of it into Sprinkling, 
even without any Allowance from the Author of its Inſtitution, 
or any Licence from any Council of the Church, being 
that which the Romanzſt ſtill urgeth to juſtify his Refu- 
ſal of the Cup to the Laity; it were to be wiſh'd that 
this Cuſtom might be of general Uſe.” 

The Baptiſts therefore in this Caſe ſay, That “ for 
as much as it may be very eaſily, and has been ſo often 
and fully proved to Demonſtration, that the Word bap- 
tize fignifies only to dip into the Water; that St. John, 
our Saviour, and his Apoſtles, with the whole Church, 
in all Places for many Ages, adminiſtred Baptiſm in 
that Manner; that the moſt learned Defenders of the 
Practice of Sprinkling, even among the Clergy of the 
Church of England, as well as in other Nations, do con- 
feſs this, and acknowledge particularly this was the 
Practice of the Apoſtles, and primitive Churches of the 
firſt Centuries ; that the learned Verfions of the Scrip- 
tures tranſlate the Word by one, which only fignifies to 
dip; that generally the moſt learned and judicious 
Writers aſſert and own this Senſe of the Word, and that, 
even in their Diſcourſes upon this Subject, and while 
they are endeavouring to Juſtify the Practice of Sprink- 
ling: I ſay, ſeeing that all-this ſo eafily may be, ard 
ſo frequently has been made out ['tis ſtrange to us] 
how any Perſons can prevail with themſelves, notwith- 


ſtanding all this, upon a bare arbitrary Suppoſition, 


that this is only a Circumſtance, and of no Moment or 
Conſequence, and without any other Authority, to 
make any Change and Alteration in a poſitive divine 
Inſtitution; or how they can ſatisfy themſelves, and 
anſwer it to their own Conſciences!. 

So being perſwaded in our Conſciences, that the Church 


a 
* Dr, Galc's Sermons, Vol, II. p. 144. 
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a right Subject, and a right Manner, we therefore think 
the is not ſuch a Church of Chriſt as ſhe has her ſelf deſcri- 
bed in her Nineteenth Article, as we obſerv'd before ; 
and therefore believe it to be our Duty to leave her Com- 
munion, and join our ſelves to ſuch a Church as we are 
ſatisfied has lawful Baptiſm. 

Mr. Owen, indeed, thinks this Difference between us is 
not a ſufficient Ground of Separation, becauſe if we would 
go to them we might be gratißed in this Particular. For 
eur Church (ſaith he) commands Dipping upon Condition, and 
conſequently prefers it to any other Mode of Adminiftration u. 
But ſeeing ſhe only prefers this in Word, and makes no 
Conſcience to practiſe accordingly, but has laid it afide ; 
ſuppoſing ſhe would gratify us ſo far, as occafionally to 
alter her fixed Method, yet this will not give us Satisfac- 
tion; for as it is a Caſe of Conſcience to us, we cannot 
Join with ſuch a Church that makes it ſo very indifferent, 
and can alter and change the Form of Goſpel Inſtitutions 
at pleaſure. 

3- Another Cauſe of our friendly Separation from the 
Church of Eugland, is, not only becauſe we cannot find 
ſuch Officers in God's Word as we find in that Church; 
as namely, Lord Primates, Arch-Biſhops, Provincial-Biſhops, 
& Dioceſan-Biſpops, Suffragan-Biſhops, Arch-Deacons, Sub-Dea- 
& cons, Deans, Parſons, Vicars, Curates, &c®” But alſo, 
and mare eſpecially, becauſe we conceive your Miniſters too 
generally want thoſe Qualifications which ought necefla- 
rily to be found in the Miniſters of Chrift, as is acknow- 
ledged by the late Reverend Biſhop Burnet, whoſe Words 
are theſe : | 

«© Our Ember Weeks that is, when Preachers are or- 
44 dain'd by the Biſhops] are the Grief and Burden of 
« my Life: The much greater Part of thoſe who come 
„ to be ordain'd, are Ignorant to a Degree not to be ap- 
« prehended by thoſe who are not oblig'd to know it: 
4 The eaſieſt Part of Knowledge, is that to which they 
c are the greateſt Strangers: I mean the plaineſt Parts 
& of the Scriptures, which they ſay in Excuſe of this Ig- 
* norance, that their Tutors in the Univerſity never men- 
4 tjoned the Reading of them: So that they can give no 
* Account, or at leaſt but a very imperfe& One, of the 
« Contents even of the Goſpels. Thoſe who have read 7 

6c ew 


m Owen, p. 9, 10. Hoqke's 4pol. p. 117, 
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« few Books, yet never ſeem to have read the Scriptures: 
$* Many cannot give a tolerable Account, even of the Cate- 
&© chiſm it ſelf. how ſhort and plain ſoever: They cry 
« and think it a ſad Diſgrace to be deny'd Orders, though 
“% the Ignorance of ſome is ſuch, that in a well regulated 
State of Things, they would appear not Knowing 
enough to be admitted to the holy Sacrament; this 
« does often tear my Heart, The Caſe is not much bet- 
& ter in many, who having got into Orders, come for In- 
“ ſtitution, and cannot make it appear that they have read 
„ the Scriptures, or any one good Book, ſince they were 
« ordained o. 

This Complaint of the Biſhop, as it diſcovers his own 
particular Zeal (who was an excellent Light in his Day, 


and many ſuch would have been a great Glory to that 


Church) lo is it ſufficient to demonſtrate that our Scru- 
ples about your Miniſters have a juſt Foundation; and 
that the Baptiſts are not to be blamed for refuſing to fol- 
low ſuch Guides in Religion, as have not read, much leſs 
underſtood the Goſpel ; and who therefore have more need 
to be taught — than they are fit to teach others. 

4. Another Thing with which we are griev'd, and can- 
not conform to with a good Conſcience, is the Multitude 
of Ceremonies us d in the Church of England, which though 
they confeſs them to be indifferent in their own Nature, 
yet do they impoſe them, and ſtrictly require a Confor- 
mity to them. Such are the Liturgy, ſet Forms of Pray- 
er, the formal Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, the 
Sign of the Croſs in Baptiſm, Kneeling at the Communi— 
on, the Surplice, Bowing to the Altar, and at the Name 
of Jeſus, the Form of Burying Service promiſcuouſly uſed 
at the Funerals of good or bad Perſons ; and many more 
which I forbear to mention. Theſe Things, it is plain, 
came from Rome, and were retained by your Church at 
the Reformation: And as thoſe Ceremonies which the 
Papiits uſed, were a Burden to the firſt Reformers, and 
therefore they rejected them, ſo thoſe which remain, and 
are impos'd under a Pretence of Decency and Order, without 


any Word of God to warrant them, are grievous to the Diſ- 


* {enters, and what they cannot with a good Conſcience con- 
form unto. 
Therefore though your Church has cut off many of 
| G thoſe 


© New Preface to the Paſtoral Care, p. 5,6; 
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thoſe vain and ſuperfluous Ceremonies wherewith Mens 
Conſciences were, encumber'd, yer ſeeing ſhe retains ſome 
others (as Biſhop Jewel acknowledgeth ») which were not 
delivered from the Apoſtles, and which we think are not 
only unprofitable, but ſuperſtitions, and defiling to that plain 
and pure Worſhip which God accepteth, and which the 
primitive Chriſtians performed; we dare not conform to 
them, notwithſtanding the Pretence of Decency and Order, 
for fear we ſhould be reproved for making Additions to ha 
Word : For if God ſhould ſay concerning theſe Ceremo- 
nies, Who bath required ths at your Hands d, we know inot 
how we could aniwer him without accuſing our ſelves. 
For that Text, Let all Things be done decently, and in order r, 
is urg'd by the Papiſts to eftabliſh the whole popiſh Ser- 
vice, and Ceremonies of the Church of Rome, and may 
equally ferve the Turns of any Societies, that can but fan- 
cy their own Inventions in the Worſhip of God to be 
comely and decent; and the more pompous and gay it is, 
the more it is like to pleaſe, which may tend to ſend ſuch 
ro Rome again: But in our Opinions nothing is more de- 
cent, or comely-and orderly, than to keep as cloſe as we can 
to the Rules preſcribed to us in the Goſpel, in the Per- 
formance of our religious Worſhip, without any Mixture 
of our own or other Mens. 

5. The fifth and laſt Reaſon which I ſhall mention, of 
our friendly Separation from the Church of England, is 
her great Deficiency in Goſpel Diſcipline, of which I 
have ſpoken before, and ſhewn that the ſame is carefully 
obſerved in the Baptiſt Churches. But we cannot ſee 
that there is any ſuch Thing in your Church ; for inſtead 
of executing Diſcipline where the Offence is committed, 
in the Congregation before all the People, to reclaim the 
Offender, and warn others, it muſt be proſecuted in the 
Spiritual Court only, as it is called, which even in the Opt- 
nion of the Vulgar little deſerves that Name ; and this is 


commonly many Miles diſtant from the Place where the 


Offence was committed, and the Officers of this Court 
uſually are Strangers to the Circumſtances, which often 
extenuate or aggravate the Offence, ſave only as they are 
inform'd by Perſons which too often, through Prejudice 
or III-will, give in a wrong Information; by which mos, 
| 4 2 | an 
p Def. Apol. Part II. p. 291, 292. 4 Prov. xxx. 6. IIa. i. 12. 
T x Cor. xiv. 10. a . 
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and by bribing of Officers, Juſtice is perverted, and Per- 
ſons wronged in their Eſtates; but we cannot ſee there is 


any Reformation of Manners wrought, Offenders reclaim- 
ed, or Sinners converted from their evil Ways by the 


| ke, Courts: For when any of your Church Members 


ear, lie, ſcoff, rail, or be drank, ſpeak filthily, or 
live lewdly, as too many do (the more is the pity) they are 
generally ſuffered to go on in their evil Courſes without 
Rebuke, except ſometimes, when ſome prejudic'd Perſons 
(perhaps as bad as themſelves) ſhall proſecute them from 
ſome corrupt and evil Motive. Nay, it is hardly ima- 
gined by the People, that theſe Courts are defigned to 
convert them from their Sins, but rather to get their Mo- 
ney ; ſo that ſuch Diſcipline rather hardens the Offender 
than reforms him. | : | 

On the contrary, the Diſcipline of Chriſt, is a Diſci- 
— of Righteouſneſs and Mercy, for the Reforming of 

anncr3, and Reſtoring of Peace and Concord; agreeable 
to thcſe Words of Moſes, Thou ſhalt not hate thy Brother in 


thine Heart: Thou ſbalt in any wiſe rebuke thy Neighbour, and 


not ſuffer Sin upon him.. Thou ſhalt not avenge, nor bear any 
Grudge againſt the Children of thy Prople, but thou ſhalt love thy 
Neighbour us thy ſelf, - This we ſhould be glad to ſee uſed 
in the Church of England; for we had much rather ſee 
her reformed in all Things according to God's Word, 
than unvailed and expoſed to Shame; and therefore 1 
ſhall not enlarge on theſe Things, which too juſtly ren- 
der your Church Diſcipline contemptible to ſuch as walk 
Diſorderly, and have need of ſpiritual Correction; it be- 
ing ſufficient to our Purpoſe, that ſo much may be faid 
as will juſtify. the peaceable Separation of the Baptiſts 
from the Communion of your Church, who her felf con- 
fefſeth in the Book of Common Prayer, that ſhe wants 


that godly 4 9 which was uſed in the primitive Church, and 
a 


wiſhes the ſame might be again reſtored*, And we wiſh 

it might be ſo too. | 
« From what hath been ſaid upon this Head, reſpect- 
„ing Separation, it may be ſeen, It is neither wilful 
&« Stubbornneſs, nor inconfiderate Raſhneſs, that makes 
c us ſtand off from the Commumion of the Church of Eng- 
e Jand, but the true Fear of God, and a fincere De- 
„ fire to worſhip him aright, according to his own 
G 2 * - © Word, 


Lev. xix. 17, 18, Beginning of the Commination, 
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% Word, join'd with a true Love to our Neigh- 


% bour. A. 

Neither do we maintain our Separation, or promote 
% our Principles in a turbulent Manner, or in any un- 
* friendly Way, but peaceably. Prcpagate them we 
„% ought—by the Grace of God, to the uttermoſt of our 
«© Power; not by Fire and Sword, but by the Word 
© Truth, by the Power of God, by the Armour of Righteouſneſs, 
„Ker,“ a Cor. vi. . K. 4. | 
And now we would have you confider, That we are not 
ſuch a People as we are commonly reported to be, Sedi- 
tiaus, Heretichs, or Schiſmaticks, but your Fellow-Natives, 
Neighbours and Friends, and more than that, rea! Chriſti- 
ans. We are not, nor can be, guilty of Schiſm in our 
peaceable Separation from your Church, which hath fo 
manifeſtly departed, and derogated from the Rules of 
primitive Chriſtianity, as has been noted in ſeveral Caſes. 
We own the Scriptures of Truth to be a compleat and 

erfect Rule; and with Mr. Ctillingzorth we can't find any 
Reſt for the Soles of our Feet but upon .this Rock only : 
For as he well ſaith, © There are bom againit Popes, 
« Councils againſt Councils, ſome Fathers againſt others, 
4 and the ſame Fathers againſt themſelves ; a Conſent of 
& the Fathers of one Age againſt the Conſent of the Fa- 
„ thers of another Age; the Church of one Age againſt 
„ the Church of another Age; in a Word (faith he) there 
&« is no ſufficient Certainty but of the Scriptures only for 
* any conſidering Man to build upon “.“ For as to the 
Doctrine of the Fathers ſo called, and by ſome too much 
depended on, © There hath been ſuch trimming, correct- 
ing, and corrupting of Books, by the Papiſts, for five 
« or fix Hundred Years la{t paſt, that hath made the Faith of 
& all Books, and all Authors, juſtly to be ſuſpeled. As for the 
« Writings of the Fathers, they have been ſa corrupted by the Inter- 
* mixture of Hereticks, ſo many falſe Books put forth in their 
«© Names, ſo many of their Writings loft, that would more clearly 
have exhlicated their Senſe, and at laſt an open Profeſſion made, 
tie and a Trade of making the Fathers ſpeak, not what themſelves 
& thought, but what other Men pleaſed, that we have no Cer- 
et tainty of the Doctrines and Practices of the ancient 
© Church, by any Thing that we read in them. There 

| | «c 18 
* Hooke's Apolory, p. 1243. * Religion of Proteſtants, Chap, 6. 
Numb. 56. 4 8 | 
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« 1s not any one of the Fathers who js eſteemed Author 
„of any conſiderable Number of Books, that hath eſca- 
« ped untouched*.” Therefore we dare not make theſe, 
but the Scriptures themſelves the only Rule of our Faith 
and Practice. And according to this Rule, when any pro- 
feſſing Faith, and manifeſting Fruits meet for Repentance, 

defire to be admitted Members of our Societies, then 
they are baptized in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Gboft, and ſo they are added to the Church, 
according to the apoſtolical Practice. Our beginning 
Principles are fix, namely, Repentance from dead Works, 
Faith towards God, the Doctrine of Baptiſms, Laying on 
of Hands, the Reſurrection of the Dead, and eternal Judg- 
ment . When this good Foundation is laid, then we are 
taught how we ſhould go on to Perfection, by adding to 
Faith, Virtue; to Virtue, Knowledge; to Knowledge, 
Temperance; to Temperance, Patience; to Patience, 
Godlineſs;, to Godlineſs, Brotherly.kindneſs; and to 
Brotherly-kindneſs, Charity; and obſerving all other 
Things whatſoever Chriſt hath commanded =. | 

If theſe Things be in us and abound, we grow to be ſtrong, 
underſtanding, and well-eſtabliſhed Chriſtians, ſuch as 
ſhall never fall, but ſo continuing ſhall certainly enter in- 
to the everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt. Thus we begin well, and ſuch as give all Diligence 
to go on well, will certainly end well, though ſome, in- 
deed, do not hold out to the End, but fail, and fall and 
periſh. But by this it is manifeſt we are upon a good 
Foundation, and have as fair a Claim to that honourable 
Title, CHRISTIAN, as any People in the World. 

Beſides, it is well known that we pray zealouſly for 
the good of the whole Nation, and in particular for our 
Governors, the King and the Queen's Majeſties, and the 
whole Royal Family; and we bleſs God, for that he 
hath put it into their Hearts to give us Peace, and Liber- 
ty to worſhip God according to our own Conſciences. And 
we reckon we are as hearty Friends to the preſent Eſta— 
bliſhment and Government as any ; and are not hurtful or 
ſpightful to our Neighbours, but are deſirous to do good, 
and as much as poſlible, to live peaceably with all Mein. | 


We 


' * Hooke's Abol. p. 66. for which he qu tes Biſbop Taylor's Polemical 
Diſcourſes, p. 1009, 1010, 1011. ? Heb, vi. 1, 2. * 2 Pet. i, 5, 6, 7. 


Mat, xxvili. 20. 
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We do not hate, or deſpiſe; or maghtify our ſelves 
againſt ſuch Chriſtians as we are ſeparated” fiom, or ta- 
ther, who are ſeparated from forte Goſpel Pruth, and 
from us. We de not imagine, that our ſelves only ſhall 
be faved, and all others damned. Pis popiſh Doctrine, 
that out of their Chureh there is no Salvation; but ſuch: 
Doctrine we diſowu. We dare tot enter into the Secrets 
of God's righteous' Judgment. We think yaur Church 
ventures too far in this Caſe, in ber Qutcurtne vult, or 
Athanaſian Creed, where — ** molt bſtruſe and 
difficult Points concerning the Trinity, which very few 
rightly underſtand, and many doubt of, yet it is uſher'd 
in after this manner, Whoſoever will be ſaved; before 
&© all Things it is ncceſſary that he hold the Catholick 
« Faith, Which Faith, except cry one db keep who!? 
and undefiled ; vithount Doubt he ſhall perifh coelaſtingly,” 
Phts we think is very ſevere and unreaſonable; to require 
fach a Faith as abſolutely neceſſary to the Salvation-of che 
meaneſt and ſimple Chriſtian, which even the moſt 
Learned of them can hardly comprehend. This ſure ts 
to make the Way to Life ftraiter and narrower than ever 
our Lord intended it ſhould be. We do not therefore like 
to find Perſons cenforious, and forward in judging the 
final Conditions of any, as believing it belongs to God on- 
Iy, and not to any mortal Man. 1 


Ad now to conelude, having ſhewn you the good Con- 
ſtitution of the Baptiſt Churches, and the Agreeableneſs 
of their Principles and Practiees to true primitive Chriſti- 
anity; and alſo the juſt Cauſes of their friendly and . 
able Separation from the Church of England; I would on- 
Iy further adviſe every Perſon, ſeriouſly, and in the Fear 
of God, to confider theſe Things, and to inſpect, and 
look into the Grounds of their own Principles; to re- 
nounce their Errors, and whatever they find ro be Truth 
to embrace it readily, and receive it in Love as from the 
God of Truth. Let none think it fufficient to walk in 
the Way they have been brought up in, without due Exa- 
mination and Trial. We muſt remember, that Chriſt is 
the Way, and the Truth, and the Life: That he ought to 
reign over us, and be our Leader and Commander: That 
we ſhould own no. other Father or Maſter in Matters of 
Religion, Faith and Cenicience, but he: That the Wor 
| whic 
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p chat therefore, we ſhould make it our principal 
Care to follow him as perfectly as we can, and not to be 
biaſs'd by the neareſt Relations, nor by the rich and pow- 
erful, or ſuch who are our greateſt Benefactors, for we 
ought to ſhew more Love to Chriſt than to all or any of 
theſe. And thus having made the wiſeſt Choice for our 
ſelves that we are capable of, and counted the Coſt of our 
Religion, we are to go on, bringing forth Fruit with Pa- 
tience, not judging, or cenſuring others who cannot be of 
our Mind, but leaving them to the Lord, who knows 
their Hearts and Capacities, their Strength and Weakneſ- 
ſes, the Power and Impreſſion which every Truth hath 
upon their Underſtandings, the Advantages or Diſadvan- 
tages they may be under, the Means which he hath af- 
forded, whereby thoſe who are in Darkneſs may recover 
themſelves, and awake that Chriſt may give them Light b. 

All this, I ſay, and every Thing elſe which may either 
leſſen or aggravate the Guilt of thoſe who do not walk in 
all Truth ſo perfectly as they ſhould, is known to God, 
who will make all proper Allowances, and without reſp: of 
Perſons judge according to every Man's Work, 


To whom be Glory, both now and for ever. Amen. 


Farewel. 


John xiv. 6. Luke xix. 27, Iſa. lv. 4. Mat. xxiii. 8, 9, 10. John 
xii. 48. b Eph. v. 14. 
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